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ON SELF-DEFENSE I 

Taking part in protests is an act of 
defiance which may result in violent re¬ 
taliation. "In Defense of Self Defense" by 
Paul Walker in the Fall 2017 Fifth Estate 
made this clear. 

In it, the writer asserted that martial 
arts have a place in the anarchist move¬ 
ment. However, to attempt to under¬ 
stand the martial arts simply as means 
to defend against a violent attack is 
misguided. It will always be more revolu¬ 
tionary to return evil with good and hate 
with love. 

Training can help a student of the 
martial arts to know what is safe and 
what is not. It can help them understand 
the nature of conflict. These non-violent 
means are the best way to make use of 
martial arts training within the anarchist 
movement. 

Matti Salminen 

Brattleboro, Vt. 

FE note: Matti Salminen is Founder 
of the King Snake Tradition, an anarchist 
system of martial arts development. 

ON SELF-DEFENSE II 

I read the article Paul Walker wrote 
in the Summer 2017 FE, "In Defense 
of Self-Defense." I was the martial arts 
instructor he mentions as leading the 
more informal class in which he learned 
the skills he used in defending himself 
and others against an attack. 

I am proud he wrote it, as it embod¬ 
ies my philosophy of defense. I'm both 
disturbed by the ultra-left and ultra right, 
and don't want, as the article states, to 
feel glad that I smashed someone in the 
face with a club. 

Though I practiced Tang Soo Do for 
thirty or more years, I never was in a 
fight. I admire the Samurai, but they 
were eager to fight and kill, some killing 



Write a letter or send a message if 
you have a comment on an article. 


bound prisoners to test the sharpness 
of their swords. Their culture produced 
some of the most beautiful art and 
perfected Zen, rock gardens, flower ar¬ 
ranging, etc., but during WWII, practiced 
atrocities beyond our belief. 

Guns don't kill; ideas kill. Believing 
one is superior to another allowed Japa¬ 
nese soldiers in China to have contests 
to see who could out behead the other, 
as reported in Japanese newspapers. 

I can't believe how ordinary Germans 
could work in death camps unless they 
were convinced that Jews and others 
were not human. 

The Heart Sutra of Buddhism implores 
one to put aside vain opinions because 
they lead to sorrow. Greed, anger, and 
ignorance lead to all the suffering in our 
world. 

Sanjuro 

Small Town, Michigan 

HOW CAN WE GROW? 

Congratulations on the 400th issue! 

To the editors and readers: how can 
we grow this year as a community of an¬ 
archists in ways that display our positive 
program? Can FE contribute in tracking 
and giving readers an opportunity to 
network for these positive programs 


specifically? 

Opposing prisons and white su¬ 
premacists are very important, and so 
is feeding people, having them housed, 
building community committees, and 
having alternative infrastructure that 
people can reach out to when in need. 
We can destroy, but we can build also. 

Shifting the collective conscious¬ 
ness to what is possible and beneficial, 
in terms of anarchism, would be easier 
with networks that are accessed with¬ 
out any prior connections (not talking 
organizing that requires strict security 
culture ala antifa) to the radical com¬ 
munity and that display these positive 
programs that we have to offer. 

Walter Sebring 

Los Angeles 

NO MORE GUILTY PLEAS! 

According to a 2014 report, the Mis¬ 
souri Public Defender system managed 
over 71,000 cases for the year. The 
criminal justice system cannot provide 
a jury trial for each of these cases. 

Indeed, the system would collapse if 
it was forced to try even 1,000 of these 
cases. This is especially true for minor 
criminal offenses, such as drug posses¬ 
sion, trespass, nonsupport, property 
damage, stealing, and traffic-related 
offenses, of which the majority of these 
71,000 cases consist. 

In every one of these cases, the ac¬ 
cused has the right to a jury trial. The 
state would be compelled to dismiss 
the charges if every one of the accused 
made such a demand. 

Other advantages would also 
emerge. First, the state would begin 
to decline to file charges in several 
categories of offenses. Second, this 
approach would reduce the number 
of probation violation cases, since the 

Continued on Page 47 
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FE 400th Issue 

W elcome to the 400 th issue of the 
Fifth Estate. Our first issue was 
published in Detroit in November 1965. 
It was born in the age of the 1960s New 
Left, civil rights, anti-war, feminist, and 
gay rights movements. 

The Fifth Estate was soon joined 
by hundreds of other papers and small 
magazines locally produced by activists, 
many barely out of their teens. Together 
these publications became known as the 
underground press. 

By 1970, a full-time Fifth Estate staff 
was putting out a weekly tabloid news¬ 
paper. Most of the other publications 
disappeared by 1975. 

However, the Fifth Estate continued 
on, catching a fresh burst of energy from 
ultra-left, anarchist, Situationist, and 
radical environmental ideas. Just as the 
staff in 1965 felt it was part of some¬ 
thing that substantively challenged the 
ruling ideas and political forces, so too 
did those who took over the papers op¬ 
eration in 1975. 

That history has been told many 
times in these pages and emphasized 
during the 50 th anniversary celebration 
that took place in Detroit in 2015. It is 
available for reading on our website at 
FifthEstate.org (see the Archive for is¬ 
sues 368/369 and 395). 

This is not meant as self-congratula¬ 
tions since all of the staff with its hun¬ 


dreds of participants never saw them¬ 
selves as separate from the movements 
discussed in the FE, and don’t today. 

Now appearing three times a year, the 
Fifth Estate is one of the many publica¬ 
tions that seek to inspire ongoing efforts 
for a society with both liberty and social 
cooperation, in which class strife and 
exploitation are eliminated and people 


live in harmony with each other and the 
earth. As readers, subscribers, and sup¬ 
porters, you are a part of that. 

Thanks to everyone who has made 
these 400 issues possible through writing 
nonfiction, fiction, poetry and letters, as 
well as contributing photos and art, edit¬ 
ing, layout, and subscribing and donating 
funds to keep the FE coming out. 
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Dismantling the Patriarchy 

E veryday sexual predation on women by men of power and prestige in the 

entertainment world, politics, business, and the university has been an open 
secret that has suddenly gained massive public attention. Women's words 
have been listened to and prominent men have experienced almost imme¬ 
diate banishment from their fields after exposure of their abusive actions. 

There probably is a non-cliched phrase to replace "the tip of the iceberg," 
but what we see unfolding in Hollywood and Washington DC, is just that. Sexual 
harassment, abuse, and assault are commonplace in every workplace, venue, and 
setting. 

In this issue, we have a selection from Learning Good Consent: Building Ethical 
Relationships in a Complicated World, a collection of essays which examine the 
culture of sexual consent, relationships of power, and boundaries. 

It starts with the assumption that its readers are committed to creating an 
egalitarian and pleasurable context for sex and relationships. Unfortunately, the 
overwhelming number of assaults and indignities suffered by women are perpe¬ 
trated by men who never conceive of the idea of consent, having incorporated the 
tenet of patriarchy that every woman's body should always be available to them. 

Although not every woman experiences abusive power relationships, almost 
every one has experienced male domination in the form of harassment, comments, 
groping, or worse, sexual assault and rape. Whether it is someone on a bus or at a 
demonstration, between coworkers, a boss and workers, a landlord and a tenant, 
teacher and student, the guy across the street, an uncle or a fellow student, with a 
pinch, a rub, a quick feel, a thrust, a leering glance, or a sexist joke, it's the power 
of the patriarchy over women that is being exercised. The pervasiveness and mag¬ 
nitude of offenses against women is daunting. 

All too many women experience domination and violence from partners in 
their lives. In New York City alone, almost 300,000 cases of domestic abuse were 
reported in 2017 including beatings, non-fatal shootings, and stabbings. Not 
reported are the single slap or punch, the pushing, emotional abuse, and bullying 
that never come to official attention. 

Whatever percentage of men act in an aggressive or abusive manner, the patri¬ 
archal culture has hurt staggering numbers of people. The yearly average number 
of victims of rape and sexual assault in the U.S. is 321,500 according to govern¬ 
ment statistics, and a 2013 study found that rape is grossly underreported (such as 
forced sex when the perpetrator has been considered a friend). Statistics for incest 
and sexual abuse of children, primarily girls, are overwhelming. 

A feminist group once put forth a single cardinal rule for human interaction 
that not only addresses social/sexual situations, but includes human aggression in 
general, all mostly perpetrated by men. 

No one touches another person without permission. 

We would add, no one dominates another person. Sexual bullying, making 


purposely embarrassing sexual remarks 
and jokes, comments on body shape 
and apparel, are among the other patri¬ 
archal privileges afforded to men. 

The question remains of how to give 
social force to resistance since so many 
situations involve equations of power. 
Tell your boss you don't appreciate his 
remarks and you lose your job. Refuse 
the director and you don't get the part. 
Don't give the landlord a kiss, you're 
on the street. These are relationships 
deeply imbedded in capitalist society 
and enforced by disproportionate power 
expressed as the privileged status of 
men. It is omnipresent even when there's 
no direct power relationship, and it rein¬ 
forces patriarchy. 

Within our communities and projects, 
we need to strive for a microcosm of the 
world we desire. Hopefully, we are cor¬ 
rect in saying that those who desire radi¬ 
cal social change adhere to and promote 
these standards more so than society at 
large. However, it's not enough for men 
to declare that they're pro-feminist; 
they must reflect on their socialization. 
Women must do so as well. Patterns of 
domination must be broken. 

How to do so is difficult. An intellec¬ 
tual and ethical commitment to behaving 
in a non-sexist, non-dominating man¬ 
ner is necessary. This sets a standard by 
which actions can be evaluated. 

Although hypocrisy reins high 
among many who give lip-service to 
sexual equality, it is the power of women 
expressed through feminism that have 
brought down so many of the powerful 
and allowed ordinary women to protest 
abuse at home and in the workplace. 

There must be zero tolerance for sex¬ 
ist and assaultive behavior. Social space 
has opened where women needn't toler¬ 
ate an unwanted touch or sexual remark. 
Men should not accept sexism in any 
situation, from people they know or from 
strangers, or in themselves. 

Male bad behavior has a history 
stretching back thousands of years. We 
have an opening at this point to begin a 
significant challenge to patriarchy. 

It begins with all of us. 
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At the Republican National 
Convention, Aug. 2016, this veteran 
charged $1 for photos of him. He 
was asked why his letter S in "Bless" 
looked like the Nazi SS symbol, but he 
seemed perplexed by the question. 

—photo: Peter Werbe 
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audience notwithstanding, is Trump not following punks 
lead when he mocks the mainstream media, ejaculates per¬ 
functory communiques late into the night, and promotes a 
rather impulsive politics? 

Although punkers come in many varieties of styles and 
politics, they and alt-righters have taken to task not only 
the political status quo but neoliberal economics, the cul¬ 
ture industry, and the mainstream media. They both deploy 
violence in their aesthetics and practice. They hate hippies. 

One might even imagine a parlor game where phrases 
from a speech by alt-right.com founder, Richard Spencer, are 
juxtaposed with pages from Henry Rollins’s Get in the Van or 
liner notes from an album by Swedish anti-capitalist hard¬ 
core group, Refused. 

Who said it? “The decrepit values of Woodstock and 
Wall Street mean nothing to us.... Industrialized countries 
are being transformed into great nothings’ and nowheres’: 
indistinguishable, concrete dumping grounds....” Yes, it was 
Spencer. 

While such discourse does make it difficult to know 
where punk ends and the alt-right begins, their amalgama¬ 
tion remains problematic. 

Beyond facile readings of both categories, a serious analy¬ 
sis reveals that although these groups often agree in their 
diagnoses—and occasionally tactics—the prescriptions they 
offer the world go in different directions. 

Where the alt-right sees in neoliberalism, multicultural- 
ism, and the waning of America’s military preeminence an 
opportunity to reestablish a particularly masculine and “lib¬ 
ertarian” white identity, punk partisans go the other way. 

Faced with a crumbling social infrastructure and atomiz¬ 
ing surveillance state, punks—many of whom make no effort 
to hide their anarchist and socialist sympathies—celebrate 
not only feminism or the browning of America, but the de¬ 
cline of Western civilization so far as it signals an end to the 
dominance of institutions that 
have kept a boot on the throat 
of what philosopher Judith But¬ 
ler once called the world’s “abject 
subjects” for so long. The Church, 
capitalism, patriarchy, American 
exceptionalism, and other ideo¬ 
logical apparatuses have for cen¬ 
turies served as the source of such 
subjects’ humiliation, marginal- 


Is Trump 

The”Punh” President? 

Nothing could be 
farther from reality 


BRIAN JAMES SCHILL 


U nbelievably, it has become 
fashionable among some ob¬ 
servers of the American po¬ 
litical scene to associate the 
alt-right with punk rock, lauding Don¬ 
ald Trump for his "punk" presidency. 

The liberal magazine, The Atlantic, noted in 2016, that 
Trump and his supporters “created a space in American poli¬ 
tics that is uniquely transgressive, volatile, carnivalesque, and 
(from a certain angle) punk rock.” Similarly, the New York 
Post gushed that Trump “is a guy with a safety pin through 
his nose and a purple mohawk.” 

Elsewhere, Slate writer and New York Times columnist, 
Michelle Goldberg, grinned as one clean-cut Trump sup¬ 
porter told her that his alt-right confederates are “the new 
punk rock” and The Week dedicated an entire column to the 
purported connection. 

And why not? His carroty coif and contempt for his own 












For decades, punks and their antifa affiliates have staged anti¬ 
racist events and lent support to groups like Anti-Racist Action 
and the #NoDAPL protests at Standing Rock, N.D., and emulated 
the Black Panthers by providing free meals to the poor through 
organizations like Food Not Bombs, and Punks with Lunch. 


ization, and objectification, say punks. So have these appara¬ 
tuses been punk targets. 

In other words, whereas the alt-right has decided to blame 
the victim for the abuses wrought by political economy, even 
as it seeks to purify the very institutions that have failed its 
own clientele, punks have doubled-down on their solidarity 
with the poor, the LGBTQ^community, refugees, and other 
abject subjects. 

For decades, punks and their typically antifa affiliates have 
staged anti-racist events and lent support to groups like Anti- 
Racist Action and the #NoDAPL protests at Standing Rock, 
N.D., emulated the Black Panthers by providing free meals 
to the poor through organizations like Food Not Bombs, and 
Punks with Lunch, and led the charge against economic in¬ 
equality by almost single-handedly founding Occupy Wall 
Street. 

Given such facts, to what end is the intelligentsia conflat¬ 
ing punk and the alt-right? 

Remembering that fascists have been co-opting the radi¬ 
cal left’s aesthetics and practices for a century—a fact that lets 
journalists off the hook for perhaps as long as it takes to hear 
a punk song—it goes without saying that the news establish¬ 
ment’s association of the two serves to undermine and further 
marginalize both camps, but punk especially. 

That the mainstream media is generally committed to de¬ 
nouncing Nazism in its most explicit iterations, so far as it 
offends its own vaguely “liberal” sensitivities, is self-evident. 
By throwing punk into the equation, however, the press gets 
a twofer: it can condemn Nazis and deprecate the really-ex¬ 
isting anarchism of, say, an all-ages punk show staged in a 
worker-owned Infoshop in one fell swoop, protecting its rev¬ 
enue stream by reassuring its advertisers of its commitment 
to the market. 

We should always beware such a maneuver. Not only does 
it hardly damage the fascism it claims to oppose, but repeat¬ 
ing the fallacy that those who fight Nazis are as deplorable 
as Nazis isolates further those most committed to opposing 
fascism. 

Such at least is the lesson of Orwell’s Homage to Catalonia, 
the 1938 memoir wherein the author, who was antifa before 
it was hip, recalls his days fighting in the Spanish Civil War. 

Documenting in detail the lengths the commercial press 
went to yoke Spain’s anarchist and Marxist factions to Fran¬ 


co’s fascists, even as it admonished fascism in print, Orwell 
concludes that such a correlation was clearly intended to un¬ 
dermine the left specifically. 

“The foreign capitalist newspapers, in general, laid the 
blame for the fighting upon the anarchists,” sighs Orwell, re¬ 
membering too a political cartoon then circulating in Spain 
and abroad depicting an anarchist soldier removing his ker¬ 
chief to reveal the swastika underneath. Although Orwell 
doubted such propaganda actually demoralized the radical left, 
“certainly it was calculated to do so, and those responsible for 
it must be held to have put political spite before anti-Fascist 
unity.” 

Similarly, when columnists today equate punk and anar¬ 
chist antifascism with Nazism, they not only damage the only 
force equipped to combat fascism at the street level, but rein¬ 
force the spurious “fake news” argument Trump is so fond of 
repeating—engaging in actual “Newspeak” in so doing. 

This, too, was Orwell’s point. 

Describing how conditions were so bad for everyone in 
Spain during the war that opposing blocs took to trading not 
bullets but insults across the front, Orwell concludes that the 
radical left’s megaphones on-the-ground—which “explained 
to the Fascist soldiers that they were merely the hirelings of 
international capitalism, that they were fighting against their 
own class, etc.”—prompted as many defections from Franco’s 
army as bullets did casualties. 

Had they not been sabotaged by the establishment press, 
that is, the leftists could very likely have kept Franco from 
power, preventing his nearly 40-years of totalitarian rule and 
altering the course of the Second World War early in its de¬ 
velopment. 

Such is the situation in which the United States finds itself 
today. Should the alt-right take power on a more formal level 
this decade, and should what’s left of our so-called democratic 
and egalitarian pretensions finally wither away in a more glob¬ 
al conflict, there can be no doubt that the commercial news 
media will have played a role in making it so. 

Brian James Schill is a researcher and writer at the Uni¬ 
versity of North Dakota. A long-time participant in the North 
American punk scene, he is the author of This Year's Work in 
the Punk Bookshelf, Or, Lusty Scripts thepunkbookshelf.com. He 
is founder and editor of agricouture.org. 
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WITH NO ILLUSIONS! 


Is the anarchist anti-electoral principle 
an absolute, or do political 
circumstances demand flexibility? 



BILL WEINBERG 

M y attitude about voting has been like the old Jewish joke about 
chicken soup when you’ve got a cold—it may not help very much, 
but it can’t hurt. 

The more ideological argue that voting legitimizes the system, 
and they’ve got a point. The more pragmatic counter that such a purist position is 
an irresponsible luxury in the face of emergency—such as we in the United States 
are clearly now facing. 

Donald Trump’s presence in the White House makes the world a more danger¬ 
ous place—and, as ever, it is the least powerful who are at the greatest risk—people 
of color, LGBTQi women, immigrants, and the poor. 

With Trump’s ascendance, the empire assumes its most threatening posture. 
Trump inherited the wars in Iraq and Syria, but has escalated the rain of death 
on civil populations. Civilian casualties having jumped dramatically since he took 
over, as he had promised on the campaign trail with his “bomb the shit out of em” 
talk. 

Yet he also played to isolationism, fooling even some on the left into thinking 
he was an anti-war candidate. Instead, this takes the form of his xenophobic police 
state. Refugees from Syria are barred from entering the country, as are Yemenis, 
Libyans and Somalis. The federal government is defunding sanctuary cities, and 
arrests by Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE) have jumped 40 percent. 

Trump is purging the Environmental Protection Agency of all functionaries 
actually concerned with environmental protection. He’s lifted restrictions on off¬ 
shore drilling, pulled the US out of the Paris climate accord, and approved the 
Keystone and Dakota Access pipelines. 

He’s escalated violence in Palestine and heartened evangelical eschatologists 
by recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. He’s blatantly green-lighted Nazi at¬ 
tacks at home. He’s repealed net neutrality, threatening to end effective use of the 
Internet to organize opposition. 

In short, the far right has been installed in every branch of the federal appara¬ 
tus, and is rapidly undoing all the reforms of the past three generations since the 
New Deal. 


Beyond this, there is a sense that if not 
for noncooperation from the judiciary 
and elements of the bureaucracy (derided 
as the Deep State), a personalistic dicta¬ 
torship—something actually akin to fas¬ 
cism—could be consolidated. 

Recognizing these grim developments 
as retrogressions is not to give any impri¬ 
matur of approval to reformist solutions. 
From a perspective of moral economy, a 
social safety net, labor standards, envi¬ 
ronmental protection laws, net neutrality 
and the like can be seen as concessions 
wrested from the system by pressure from 
below. 

This is most clear in the Dakota Ac¬ 
cess project. Its last-minute mothballing 
by Obama was a case of direct action get¬ 
ting the goods. It never would have hap¬ 
pened if not for the hundreds of brave 
souls who camped out and faced police 
repression on the frigid plains of North 
Dakota for weeks in the fall of 2016. 
But it was also predictable that it would 
be promptly reversed under Trump—as 
it was. The pipeline officially opened in 
June 2017. 

The 2018 mid-term elections will de¬ 
termine if there is any chance of a Trump 
impeachment, or if he will continue to 
have both houses of Congress under GOP 
control to push through his far right-wing 
legislative agenda. If he remains in office, 


Fifth Esttate 7 Spring 2018 





















Fox News appearances by Assange & Glenn Greenwald to poo- 
poo Russian electoral meddling point to an incipient Red-Brown 
Alliance, redolent of the politics of the Hitler-Stalin Pact period. 
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then the 2020 presidential race will determine if there is any 
chance of returning to the perhaps more insidious but clearly 
less pernicious pathologies of bourgeois democracy—at least 
affording us more breathing room. 

Some will argue that its a slippery slope—that acknowl¬ 
edging a difference between proto-fascism and bourgeois- 
democratic centrism inevitably leads to illusions about—and 
accommodations with—the latter. 

This is indeed a real risk. But is it an inevitability? 

A n instructive analogy comes from Peru. Last year’s elec¬ 
tion in the Andean country showed amazing parallels to 
that in the US. The fascistic right-populist candidate was Kei- 
ko Fujimori, unrepentant daughter of imprisoned ex-dictator 
Alberto Fujimori. She was opposed by a merely odious cen¬ 
ter-right technocrat and former cabinet minister, Pedro Pablo 
Kuczynski, or PPK. Veronika Mendoza, a left-populist candi¬ 
date, was bumped out of the race in the first round in April. 

She then urged her supporters to vote for pro-corporate 
conservative PPK, so as to keep openly fascistic Keiko out of 
office—and to be prepared to build a vigorous opposition from 
his first day on the job. 

It was a very close vote, but it worked—PPK won by the 
proverbial hair in the June run-off. 

As if to drive home the point that PPK is merely a lesser 
enemy (but still very much an enemy), soon after his election 
he unveiled an economic program that calls for privatization 
of Peru’s communal indigenous and peasant lands—and their 
sale to mining, oil and agribusiness interests. Land-grabs by 
corporate interests have already been a source of much rural 
unrest in Peru in recent years. 

It really started to look like “Meet the New Boss” with 
PPK’s Christmas Eve pardon of Alberto Fujimori—seem¬ 
ingly the result of a sleazy deal with the fujimorista bloc in 
Congress to keep PKK in power amid a corruption scandal. 
The ex-dictator was transferred from his prison cell to a clinic, 
and protests exploded in Lima and across the country. 

I hope the analogy is clear. 

We Yankees were last year faced with a wannabe right- 
populist dictator of our own in Trump. Following her defeat of 
left-populist Bernie Sanders in the Democratic primaries (by 
means fair or foul), the challenger was odious pro-corporate, 
Hillary Clinton. Sanders dutifully if grudgingly threw his sup¬ 
port to her. 

It is to be assumed that if she had been elected, she would 
by now be responsible for all manner of crimes and barbarities. 
It is also to be assumed we would not now be witnessing the 

Fifth Esttate 


current fascistic assault on bourgeois-democratic norms. 

Here, alas, the wannabe dictator won. Partially this was due 
to the vicissitudes of the Electoral College. But an obvious 
difference between the US and Peruvian electorates presents 
itself: Peruvians have known a right-wing dictatorship in living 
memory. 

If the risk of radicals getting co-opted by liberals is real, 
so too is the risk of their getting co-opted by fascism. The 
line that Trump was the lesser evil to Hillary was peddled by 
many progressive icons, from the Green Party’s Jill Stein to 
Wikileaks founder Julian Assange. 

This speaks to our accustomed antipathy to globalization, 
neoliberalism and neoconservatism obscuring awareness of 
the possibility of things more dangerous still. Appearances 
by Assange and Glenn Greenwald on Fox News to poo-poo 
Russian electoral meddling points to an incipient Red-Brown 
Alliance, redolent of the politics of the Hitler-Stalin Pact pe¬ 
riod. 

narchists shouldn’t fall for this temptation either. 

There is also often an element of privilege to this 
equivalism, or Hillary-is-worse-ism. It is almost invariably es¬ 
poused by those who have the least to lose from a fascist order. 
White middle-class abstentionists (or Green Party voters) are 
hardly the primary targets of Trumpism, and they are gam¬ 
bling with the shirts of others: from immigrants and other at- 
risk populations at home, to those now struggling to survive 
in the rubble of Raqqa and Mosul. 

In the US today, fascism (or something damn close to it) is 
poised to take power at home. 

The accelerationst (or nihilist, as it used to be called) posi¬ 
tion that “worse is better” because it heightens the contradic¬ 
tions and propels revolution does have some merit. Now that 
Trump holds state power, our actual resistance must be intran- 
sigently independent of all political parties, and unafraid of its 
consequences. 

But consciously rooting for aggression abroad and police 
state at home is glib apocalypticism, rarely heard from those 
social sectors that actually have the most to lose from fascist 
rule. And the nuclear brinkmanship with North Korea as well 
as fast-mounting signs of global biosphere collapse remind us 
that our resistance must be rooted in defending something 
for future generations to fight for—not in fantasies of a great 
purge. There will be no anarchist utopia on a dead planet. 

Bill Weinberg lives in New York City and blogs at Counter- 
Vortex.org 
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Ursula K. Le Guin gave voice to anarchism, 
feminism, & gender through science fiction & fantasy 



PAUL]. COMEAU 

n a writing career spanning nearly 
' six decades, Ursula K. Le Guin 
pushed the boundaries of fiction, 
transcending genre and style conven¬ 
tions to create a unique and distinctive liter¬ 
ary voice. 

Le Guin and her works have been de¬ 
scribed as feminist, anarchist, Taoist, and 
other labels; but they are both all of these and 
none of these simultaneously. 

Her groundbreaking novels and stories question 
gender constructions, challenge our notions about gen¬ 
der and identity, imagine an anarchist utopia, wrestle 
with ideas of free will and destiny, and subtly 
made commentary about race and race rela¬ 
tions. 

She was born in 1929 and raised in Berkeley 
California. Her parents were the writer The¬ 
odora Kroeber, author of Ishi in Two Worlds, 
and the anthropologist Alfred L. Kroeber. 

She credits her inspiration for wanting to be 
a writer to learning to write at the age of five. 

Despite the 1930s Great Depression, her 
family was well off thanks to her fathers work 
as a university professor, and their Berkeley 
home was a vibrant center for intellectual 
life. 

“There were lots of visitors, lots of talk 
and argument and discussion about every¬ 
thing, lots of books around, lots of music and story¬ 
telling. The life of the mind can be a very lively one. I 
was brought up to think and to question and to enjoy.” 

In this setting she pursued her interest in writing, 
with the understanding that as she approached college- 
age that she look to college as a tool to obtain “a sal¬ 
able skill-learning a trade that [she] could live on.” To 
this end, she attended Radcliffe College, earning her 
B.A. in 1951, and went on to study French and Italian 
Renaissance literature at Columbia University, earning 
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her M.A. in 1952. 

In 1953, she married historian Charles A. Le Guin 
in Paris, and together they moved to Portland, Oregon 
in 1958. 

In 1966, Ace published her first novel, 
Rocannons World, based on a 1964 short story 
first published in Amazing Stories. A follow¬ 
up set in the same universe, Planet of Exile 
(Ace) followed later that year, and a third 
novel, City of Illusion followed a year later. 

The three books mark the beginning of 
what some fans, critics, and publishers have 
dubbed the Hainish Cycle, or the Ekumen 
Saga, or series. Though Le Guin does not con¬ 
sider them part of a series because they do not 
“form a coherent history,” she admits that there 
are connections between the books. 

A Wizard of Earthsea, published by Parnas¬ 
sus/Houghton Mifflin in 1968, was the first 
book in what would become the Earthsea series 
in the 1970s, and really is a series, meant to be read in 
the order written, because in Le Guins words on her 
website, “it is all one story.” 

Before she would continue the Earthsea series in the 
70s, though, Le Guin would write and in 1969 publish 
one of her most widely known and regarded works, The 
Left Hand of Darkness. 

In Left Hand, Le Guin imagines the alien planet of 

Continued on Page 36 
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People of the 

The Mapuche Struggle 


Earth 



JESUS SEPULVEDA 


D uring his 
visit to 
Chile in 
January- 
2018, 

Pope Francis officiated 
a mass in the Araucama 
region—the ancestral 
territory of the Mapu¬ 
che people. 

The night before, 
unknown individuals 
burned three forest 
company helicopters, 
three churches, and a 
school Fliers demand¬ 
ing the liberation of 
Mapuche political 
prisoners were found 
nearby 

So far, no one has 
been charged in con¬ 
nection with these acts. 

The Mapuche are indigenous people of South America 
who have been involved in a long struggle for cultural au¬ 
tonomy and territorial independence since the arrival of the 
Spanish conquistadors in the 16th century. They call them¬ 
selves the 'people of the earth,” which is the meaning of the 
word Mapuche in their language. Their ancestral territory, 
known to them as Wallmapu, stretches across the Chile-Ar¬ 
gentina border. 

F rom 2001 on, the Chilean state has used the Pinochet-era 
Anti-Terrorism Law against the Mapuche. Since then, 
police and landowners have killed sixteen Mapuches. One of 
the most controversial cases was the assassination of the ac¬ 
tivist Mafias Catrileo, shot in the back by an officer in 2008. 

In 2013, Chilean President Sebastian Pineras government 
prosecuted protesters for Anti-Terrorism for the death of 
landowner Werner Luchsinger and his wife Vivianne Mack- 
ay in an arson attack which occurred during a protest in com¬ 
memoration of Catrileo s death. 

Machi Francisca Linconao and 10 other Mapuche lead¬ 
ers were charged. While some were convicted, Linconao 


spent nine months in 
jail awaiting trial. After 
starting a hunger strike, 
she was transferred to 
house arrest. When she 
was finally brought to 
trial, she was acquitted 
of all charges due to 
lack of evidence. 

Machis are healers 
and spiritual figures 
that perform shamanic 
rituals—such as the 
Machitun and Nguil- 
latun, the two main 
Mapuche ceremonies of 
healing and prayer for 
purification and well- 
being. Both men and 
women can be machis , 
and their role is key to 
protecting the ancestral 
territory—Wallmapu— 
and all its beings, 
including the ancestors. 
When machi Fran¬ 
cisca Linconao tried to talk with Pope Francis during his visit, 
she was not allowed to enter the cathedral and was detained. 
Activists think this was in retaliation for her success in the 
protection of a menoko—a sacred place with biodiversity— 
against commercial logging. 

The so-called Mapuche problem is the criminalization of 
a culture that resists assimilation and fights for survival. Chil¬ 
ean law criminalizes any action to claim and recover Mapuche 
land and is used to persecute and imprison activists. Police 
have legal prerogatives to enter homes in the communities 
and detain prisoners for extended periods of time without 
trial. The only solution sought by the state and corporations 
seems to be ethnocide. 

Through the normalization of violence, public opinion 
has been politically neutralized, while the trauma inflicted on 
Mapuche people is personal, collective, and historic. 

B efore the Spaniards arrived in the 16th century, die Incas 
tried to colonize the Mapuche and integrate them into 
their empire, but failed. After the conquistador, Francisco 
Pizarro, took control of the centralized Incan empire in 1533, 


Mural at bilingual elementary school Kom Pu Lof Ni Kimeltuwe in Mapudungun 

The Mapuche fouqht the Spanish 
conquistadors and now the Chilean 
state for their land and way of life 
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The Mapuche have never been decisively defeated, and 

they keep fighting for a life in connection to their land in 
autonomous self-governance. 


Spaniards colonized the south of the continent. In 1541, they 
founded the town of Santiago de Nueva Extremadura to 
honor the Catholic Saint James, the modern capital of Chile. 

In September of that year, a Mapuche attack destroyed 
much of the newly established town. Ines de Suarez, a fe¬ 
male conquistador, commanded 55 Spaniards plus native al¬ 
lies against the attack in the absence of Pedro de Valdivia and 
his army who were exploring the south. The Spaniards had 
captured seven hostage Mapuche lonkos (indigenous chiefs). 
De Suarez decapitated one and ordered the decapitation of 
the six others. Their heads were hung on the town wall to 
demoralize the Mapuche warriors. The tactic was effective— 
the Mapuche fell back. 

Santiago was rebuilt and the war against the indigenous 
people continued. 

The Spaniards renamed the Mapuche “Araucanos” and 
their home territory of Wallmapu “Arauco.” 

The town of Concepcion was founded about 300 miles 
south of Santiago in 1550. From there the war against the 
native people was planned and directed. 

The Mapuche continually organized strong resistance 
through both guerrilla warfare and large-scale battles in what 
became known among the Spanish as the Arauco War. This 
conflict was so costly for the Spanish crown that Mapu¬ 
che autonomy was finally recognized through the Treaty of 
Quili'n in 1641. 

The peace agreement established the area south of Con¬ 
cepcion as an autonomous territory where indigenous people 
were free and exempt from slavery. However, the Mapuche 
agreed to accept Philip IV of Spain as their king and leave at 
peace Catholic missionaries crossing the border into Mapu¬ 
che territory. This agreement was, in fact, the continuation of 
war by other means. 

A fter Chiles independence from Spain in the early 1800s, 
the Mapuche were classified as Chilean citizens. Al¬ 
though the autonomy of their territory was supposedly rec¬ 
ognized, the Chilean state annexed it through a military cam¬ 
paign of occupation and acculturation called Pacification of 
Araucania between 1861 and 1883. 

Mapuche people were displaced, marginalized, and dis¬ 
criminated against, becoming cheap labor in the countryside 
before their mass immigration to urban areas from the 1940s 
to the early 1970s. 

In spite of this depressing scenario, the Mapuche were 
able to retain their culture, language, and dreams. 

During socialist Salvador Allende’s 1970-1973 presi¬ 


dency, some 
Mapuche land 
was returned to 
their communi¬ 
ties through 
agrarian reform. 

But this was re¬ 
versed after the 
military coup of 
September 11, 

1973, that in¬ 
stalled Pinochet 
dictatorship 
that lasted 17 
years. 

Much of 
Wallmapu was 
clear-cut and 
planted with 
monoculture 
crops. Be¬ 
sides lumber, 
entrepreneurs 
extracted 
hydroelectric 
power and 
agro-industrial 
produce, dis- loom, 

possessing the —phc 

local communi¬ 
ties and break¬ 
ing the Ad-Mapu —the social, spiritual, and ecological norms 
that govern all Mapuche interactions. 

While Chile was transitioning to democracy in the 1990s, 
two groups began taking action to recover the land from for¬ 
estry companies and ranchers. The pro-independence Con- 
sejo de Todas las Tierras, formed in 1990, and the radical Co- 
ordinadora Arauco-Malleco (CAM), began in 1998, initiated 
intense political, legal, and communal activity, from hunger 
strikes to the transformation of timber plantations into gar¬ 
dens, reinvigorating Mapuche culture. 

T here are four basic levels to Mapuche society. The first 
level is the family and extended family which constitute 
the basic productive unit. 

The second level, the lof a village community, consists 
of familial clans, which coexist on a mutual land base. The 



la Calfuqueo, a member of a Mapuche 
n women's group says, "when I sit at the 
the whole world vanishes away." 

»tos: Jesus Sepulveda 
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land belongs to the community and it 
is used collectively. However, each fam¬ 
ily remains autonomous while the whole 
community makes decisions together in 
assemblies or trawiin. In each commu¬ 
nity there is a lonko or chief. Lonkos are 
often men, but they can be women. 

The third level is the rewe> which is 
a voluntary association of villages in a 
contiguous local territory for political 
and ceremonial purposes. 

The fourth level is the ayllarewe , 
which is a group of nine rewes that gov¬ 
ern a territory, normally around a river 
basin. 

This complex social organization has 
existed through the centuries regardless 
of who is in political power. 

As 19th century French anarchist 
Anselme Bellegarrigue put it, “people 
waste their time and prolong their suf¬ 
fering when they make the government 
and political disputes their own.” 

Perhaps this explains why the Mapu- 
che did not support the coalition of the 
lesser evil, namely the progressive one, in 
the last election. They have gone instead 
into the reinforcement of their autono¬ 
my, revitalizing their culture. 

I visited Wallmapu in the winter of 
2017-18. During my visit to the commu¬ 
nity near Budi Lake, I saw coops, com¬ 
munity assemblies, organic crop fields, 
nurseries to bring back indigenous flora, 
and a bilingual school. 

As Viviana Calfuqueo, a member of 
an artisan women’s group and cultural 
leader in designing community liveli¬ 
hoods programs, put it, “when I sit at the 
loom, the whole world vanishes away.” 

The Mapuche are sound and strong. 
They have never been decisively defeat¬ 
ed, and they keep fighting for a life in 
connection to their land in autonomous 
self-governance. 

Jesus Sepulveda teaches at the 
University of Oregon in Eugene. He is 
the author of eight collections of poetry 
and three books of essays, including his 
green-anarchist manifesto, The Carden 
of Peculiarities, and his book on Latin 
American poetry, Poets on the Edge. 


Positively Quila Street 

Lima anarchist scene survives 
official clean up 

BILL WEINBERG 



S X / Snen Lutxo Rodriguez recalls the local punks and social out- 
I /i / casts of the downtown Lima, Peru district he habituates “dress- 

J M/l / ing in black in the ‘80s,” I smile wryly, remembering the Lower 
/ f/ East Side of my own youth. But the urban decay that allowed 
^ for the florescence of bohemia and an anarcho-punk scene in 

this small enclave of a South American capital came “in the 
context of political violence,” he says. 

This is Jiron Quilca, a narrow street just off the city’s Plaza San Martin. Fol¬ 
low it west, and the stately old hotels and restaurants around the plaza quickly 
give way to dusty second-hand bookstores, where surviving murals on the exterior 
walls speak to a recent past of oppositional cul¬ 
ture. Quilca, and the warren of small streets sur¬ 
rounding it, was long the haunt of Lima’s “poets, 
punks, writers, and marginalized people,” Rodri¬ 
guez recalls. 

A veteran figure in the scene, Rodriguez him¬ 
self looks like he’s changed little. He is still dressed 
in a black-and-red color scheme, with long partly 
dyed hair, black beard and nose-ring. “But Quilca 
is not the same,” he says. “It is full of lumpen as 
well as bohemia. There are still lots of bookstores, 
people still gather there in the evenings to drink 
and talk. But it isn’t a focus of resistance the way 
it used to be.” 

In the 1980s and on into the ‘90s, Peru was 
wracked by the Maoist Shining Path and other 
guerilla insurgencies. Lima suffered a lawless at¬ 
mosphere, and much property was abandoned, especially in the downtown area. In 
outlying areas, there was massive colonization of vacant land, as peasants fleeing 
violence in the countryside established squatter communities and “informal” bar¬ 
rios , creeping up the rugged slopes that overlook the city. As in North American 
cities in the ‘70s and ‘80s, crime and insecurity were endemic. 

Space has been closing more rapidly since Lima’s 2014 mayoral election of 
conservative Luis Castaneda who is aggressively touting a clean-up of the city— 
much in the style of New York City’s mayor, Rudolph Giuliani, a generation ago 

Still, Rodriguez is keeping alive a stubborn remnant of alternative Quilca’s 
heyday—El Eskupitajo (an alterno-spelling of the Spanish word for expectora¬ 
tion), a little stall in a pedestrian mall off Jiron Camana, one of Quilca’s feeder 
streets, selling punk records (yes, vinyl) and regalia, along with fanzines and some 
anarchist literature. 

Much of this latter is published by Rodriguez’s own imprint, Editorial Anar- 



Lutxo Rodriguez' record stall on 
Lima, Peru's Quila Street helps 
keep the anarchist scene alive. 
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El Haberno (The Devil's Pit) in Lima, Peru, a center of counter-culture & 
resistance to dictatorship. It's now closed and its mural painted over. 


critica. Its most recent effort is a Spanish translation of Tho- 
reau’s Civil Disobedience, with an introduction by Rodriguez. 
Desobedencia is also the name of the anarchist zine he has spo¬ 
radically published since 2001. 

He also peddles anarchist lit at Barricada Discos, the record 
stall he runs at Galerias Brasil, a mall in the nearby working- 
class district of Jesus Maria. Downstairs, traditional book¬ 
binders work alongside internet connection points, while one 
flight up punk and metal blare from numerous stalls that now 
constitute the city’s principal magnet for rockero youth. Punks 
(especially the more political ones) are also called subtes in lime- 
no argot—short for subterraneans. 

Rodriguez poses for my camera in Barricada Discos while 
holding aloft a slab of vinyl from Autonomfa, the most iconic 
band of Lima’s subte scene. The sleeve sports a black cat and a 
black flag with the circle-A. 

T he changes to Quilca were clear to me when I passed 
through and met with Rodriguez in November. I had last 
been there four years earlier, in 2013. Then, a hub of the scene, 
El Haberno community center, had just recently been evicted. 
But the colorful and whimsical murals on its exterior walls 
were still intact. One read “14 years of counter-culture,” an ob¬ 
vious epitaph for the center, painted with eviction impending. 
Today they are all painted over. 

The lifespan of El Haberno (The Devil’s Pit) is telling. 
When it opened in 1999, the property was disputed pursu¬ 
ant to its abandonment years earlier, allowing the activists 
and artists to move in, and pay little or nothing in rent. It was 
something of a hippie-punk hybrid entity, attracting subte and 
DIY culture as well as followers of musica folklorica. One mu¬ 
ral showed a portrait of El Jilguero del Huascaran (real name 
Ernesto Sanchez Fajardo), the folksinger from mountainous 
Ancash region who was an advocate for the peasants. 

When dictatorship briefly returned in 1992—as President 
Alberto Fujimori declared his “self-coup,” suspending Con¬ 
gress and the constitution—Quilca had been a rare outpost of 


open defiance. After democracy was restored a second time and 
Fujimori was put on trial for corruption and ghastly human 
rights abuses, El Haberno pressed the question. Rodrifguez re¬ 
calls “murals and concerts openly opposed to Fujimori.” 

The demise of El Haberno is the bitter fruit of Lima’s “re¬ 
covery.” With stability restored, property values are rising, and 
disputed titles are being cleared up. Space for alternative cul¬ 
ture is fast shrinking. 

A nother great loss was the closure of the Boulevard de Cul- 
tura Quilca, the enclave’s biggest pedestrian mall, filled 
with stalls selling books, zines, political or psychedelic t-shirts, 
and other such alternative accoutrements. Rodrifguez tells me 
how it once hosted an annual “Anti-Patriotic Festival” every 
July, when Peru celebrates its Independence Day. 

The site was owmed by the Catholic Archdiocese of Lima, 
which in 2016 finally evicted the peddlers. It is now a parking 
garage. 

Yet another loss was the ironically named Salon Imperial 
squat and community center, just off Quilca on Jiron Colmena. 
This center dated back to the left-wing dictatorship of Gen. 
Juan Velasco in the late 1960s, when an old office building 
was turned over to the community. Through the subsequent 
conservative regimes, it had been held by various community 
groups on a more or less informal basis, tolerated if not offi¬ 
cially permitted by the authorities. 

The building operated a big communal kitchen that fed 
hundreds of local residents daily, and provided space for nu¬ 
merous activist groups, including the Avancemos anarchist 
collective, which published a newspaper of that name. It also 
hosted punk rock shows and other cultural happenings. 

In February 2014, the Salon Imperial was gutted in a mys¬ 
terious fire that left two dead. It remains vacant today. 

Rodriguez runs down a brief overview of several alternative 
spaces that have come and gone over the years. The only sig¬ 
nificant entity that survives today is a vegan space dubbed La 
Maleza (The Undergrowth), in Callao, Lima’s port sibling city. 


Fifth Esttate 13 Spring 2018 













Before it was eclipsed by the Communist Party 
and a left-populist party in the 1920s, Peru had 
a significant anarcho-syndicalist movement. And, 
there are direct links to past participants in this 
movement to the current scene. 

The great grand-daddy of Peruvian anarchism 
was the polemicist and poet, Manuel Gonzalez 
Prada. 

His most important political work was his 
1904 essay Nuestros Indios (Our Indians), an em¬ 
barrassingly patronizing title by contemporary 
standards. But it was among the first to grapple 
with what would become a defining debate of 
the Peruvian left—whether the popular and es¬ 
pecially rural masses are foremost economically 
oppressed as workers and peasants, or culturally 
oppressed as indigenous peoples. 

Contemporaries of Gonzalez Prada were the 
father-and-son anarchist duo of Manuel Carac- 
ciolo Levano and Delfin Amador Levano. 

Both were early labor organizers, back before 
the establishment of Peru’s major unions, and 
were especially critical in the struggle for the 
eight-hour day, won through national legislation 
in 1919. The younger, Delfin Levano, a baker by 
trade, published the syndicalist newspapers La 
Protesta and El Proletariado through the early 
1920s. 

Delfin was the father of the journalist and his¬ 
torian Cesar Levano, who remains a significant 
figure on the Peruvian left today. He publishes 
the intransigent left-wing daily Uno , and inter¬ 
mittently teaches at Lima’s San Marcos National 
University. He’s the author with Luis Tejada of 
La Utopia Libertaria en el Peru, a history of the 
anarchist tradition in the country. 

Lutxo Rodriguez has sat in on some of Cesar 
Levano’s classes at San Marcos, representing a 
passing of the torch from the syndicalists to the 
subtes. 

Even if it no longer has a central meeting 
space, Lima’s anarchist scene survives. 

Rodriguez tells me it is divided between a 
“more conventional” current and an u anti-todo” 
(anti-everything) tendency—meaning “anti-in¬ 
tellectual, anti-organization.” 

With Peru plunging into political crisis, Lima’s 
anarchist survivors may be looking at an oppor¬ 
tunity to test their mettle—eviction, property 
squeeze and “clean up” notwithstanding. 

Bill Weinberg lives in New York City and blogs 
at CounterVortex.org 


Maine shows its solidarity with 
Jennifer Gann, Eric King, & Herman Bell 



"Free Eric King" —Bria Sanborn 


ROBCAT 

t'sacold Friday night in 

November in Portland, Maine. 

Comrades from around the state 

have gathered at the Aphodian 
Theater to support our imprisoned 
friend, Herman Bell. The benefit 
features bands and speakers, 
including former political prisoner 
Ray Luc Lavasseur. 

It is organized by our group 
of friends and family, Maine Anti 
Racist Action, in order to raise 
funds to help pay for Herman's 
family visits. We give out organic 
squash, anarchist papers includ¬ 
ing the Fifth Estate , and prisoner 
information. 

Herman, a former Black Panther, 
a victim of the FBI's COINTELPRO counter intelligence program was con¬ 
victed in 1974 of killing two New York City policemen. Coerced witnesses, 
manufactured and circumstantial evidence, along with prosecutorial and 
judicial misconduct led to his being railroaded and sentenced to 25 years 
to life. 

Herman has paid a heavy price for his resistance to racist authority, 
serving 44 years in prison and being denied parole seven times. On Sept. 
5, the 70-year-old Bell was badly beaten by cowardly prison guards at 
New York's Comstock prison and charged with assault. 

He described the attack in a letter to supporters: "I sustained multiple 
kicks, punches to the face and eyes, repeated head slams into concrete, 
and two cracked ribs." After a massive letter writing campaign, the 
charges were dropped. Solidarity works! 

Herman goes before a parole board for the eighth time this February. 
More information is at freehermanbell.org. 

An anarchist comrade read a statement of solidarity with Herman from 
political prisoner, Eric King: "In the midst of all the Antifa and 320 arrests, 
we need to always remember those who fell first. We need to remember 
the level of oppression the Panthers and the Black Liberation Army faced. 
Imagine if the FBI was kicking in the Antifa/ Anarchist doors and putting 
bullets into us, consistently, without recourse or consequences. 

"We need to tangibly support these comrades. Food, clothing, letters, 
hobbies, crafts, anything rewarding or enjoyable costs money, prisons 
give no handouts. Let's keep Herman's life as comfortable as possible." 

At the same event, we distributed posters and information about Eric 
King, an anarchist charged in 2014 with the attempted firebombing of the 
empty office of Congressman Emanuel Cleaver's Kansas City office com- 
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mitted in solidarity with the Ferguson 
rebellion. 

In 2016, Eric accepted a federal non¬ 
cooperating plea agreement and was 
sentenced to 10 years confinement. At 
the Florence, Colorado SuperMax prison, 
he has been targeted by guards, and 
done stints in solitary confinement. 

We have sponsored several art 
projects for Eric, creating posters and 
patches that his support team sells on 
their site supportericking.org. We hope 
to visit him next summer. 

We also support Jennifer Gann, 
known as Baby Girl, an anarchist trans 
woman and insurrectionist held captive 
for over 25 years for armed robberies 
and a 1995 attack on a California district 
attorney and associate prison warden. 

She took part in the 1991 Folsom, 
Calif, prison hunger strike after which 
she was beaten and tortured, convicted 
of armed resistance and sentenced to 
multiple 25-to-life sentences under the 
state's draconian Three Strikes law. 

Jennifer has spent over 10 years 
in solitary confinement at Folsom and 
Pelican Bay Security Housing Unit (SHU). 
In 2016, she was attacked by guards at 
Kern Valley state prison for coming to 
the aid of another trans woman prisoner. 

For more information on Jennifer, go 
to babygirlgann.noblogs.org. 

Jennifer has filed for a sentence 
reduction under California's Proposition 
36 and early release under the newly 
enacted Proposition 57. If she had a 
proper lawyer, the sentence from her 
third strike would be reduced 20 years 
or less, which would equal her release. 
We are planning posters, patches, and 
stickers to sell on her support site. 

Our upcoming projects include mak¬ 
ing posters, patches, and stickers for 
Jennifer and Marius Mason SupportMari- 
usMason.org. 

Our next benefit will be for Jennifer, 
Eric and Marius. Prisons are the front 
lines and our comrades need our love 
and support. 

Consider a fund raising event in your 
area. 

Robcat homesteads and does prisoner 
support in Maine. 



Authoritarian Character Structure 

The Negation of Imagination 

Radical psychologists, Wilhelm Reich & 

Eric Fromm, answered the question of why 
people submit willingly to authority 


BRYAN TUCKER 


W hile most of us were watching the 2016 presiden¬ 
tial election with disgust, someone I’m very close 
to, looked at me with a fiendish grin and an¬ 
nounced, “I’m voting for Donald Trump.” 


This was perplexing. How could they be captivated by a racist, xenophobic, ho¬ 
mophobic narcissist? Having starkly contrasting reactions towards the object of their 
affinity, I realized a lot of futile and draining arguments were likely to follow. Rifts, 
drama, and cut-offs between friends and family have become ubiquitous in Ameri¬ 
can society over the past year, with many left bewildered by the resurgent appeal of 
authoritarianism. 

During the Great Depression and World War II eras, influential and incisive 
books were written that aimed to decipher the reasons authoritarians were able to 
gain control over millions of people. In 1933, the year Germany’s infamous National 
Socialist leader became Chancellor, Wilhelm Reich, published The Mass Psychol¬ 
ogy of Fascism. 

Reich (1897-1957), a radical Austrian psychoanalyst, wrote that character struc¬ 
ture, the emotional make up of our personality, was the means through which au¬ 
thoritarianism was exercised and expressed. Eight years later, Erich Fromm, a Ger¬ 
man social psychologist and critical theorist, who fled the country following the Nazi 
takeover, published Escape from Freedom in the U.S. In it, he penetrates the character 
structure that enabled authoritarianism to flourish. 

Fromm and Reich wondered: Why do people act in ways that clearly go against 
their own interests? And what underlies the mindset of those seemingly enamored 
by dictators? 

Reich postulated that mystical/religious distortions of emotions, and the repres¬ 
sion of bodily sensations, significantly contributed to the cruelty exercised by fascists. 
He noticed that pent up tensions and sensations could be discharged in unnatural and 
indirect ways, namely through sadism. 

Reich focused on the adverse effects of sexual repression, but the suppression of 
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The psychological constitution of authoritarians 

is dependent upon identification with symbols of 
external power such as a flag, uniform or badge. 


explorational, introspective, and expressive impulses leads to 
similarly detrimental personal and social results. The connec¬ 
tion between self-repressive tendencies and an attraction to 
authority struck a chord, as my relative has been a long time, 
vocal supporter of body restricting, religious morality. 

Reich felt that unfulfilled social needs were also an aspect 
of why reactionary authoritarians were perceived as appeal¬ 
ing. A sense of belonging arose when people joined a party 
that eclipsed feelings of insignificance that many experience in 
modern society. In his view, authoritarianism would not be a 
threat if society allowed interpersonal cooperation (rather than 
promoting isolative competition), and if individuals could ac¬ 
quire and develop substantial and useful skills. 

He advocated for self-administered, what he labeled work- 
democracy (essentially socialism or anarchism) and the elimi¬ 
nation of disparity between pleasure and vocation. So, not only 
do anarchists wrangle with existing authoritarians, but the 
implementation of anarchist principles like mutual aid, coop¬ 
erative labor, and the honing of skills of sustenance, could pre¬ 
clude future developments of authoritarianism. 

Fromm (1900-80) saw unfulfilling social circumstances, 
religion, and suppression of the individual as involved in the 
development of tyrannical rule. Additionally, he wrote that 
educational systems, child rearing styles, conformity pressures, 
and techno-industrial society’s obsession with work, contrib¬ 
ute to producing personalities with the potential to become, or 
succumb to, authoritarians. 

Digging deeply into a combination of masochistic and sa¬ 
distic traits, he noticed that in the psychological constitution of 
authoritarians, maintenance of self-esteem is dependent upon 
identification with symbols of external power such as a flag, 
uniform or badge. Upon reading this description, I couldn’t 
help but recall the times my relative would engage in hollow 
flag-waving activities dictated by a calendar or cultural ritual. 

Rants about a degenerating present and a squeaky-clean 
past that my relative would advance always seemed curious and 
spurious-so, a light bulb turned on as I learned of Fromm’s ob¬ 
servation that authoritarians fetishize the bygone and dream of 
recreating a non-existent, idyllic yesteryear. A tendency which 
he felt corresponds with feeling powerless over circumstance 
and lacking a conviction that the future is malleable. 

This connected with his more general discovery that an ap¬ 
titude for copying and repeating, and an inability to originate, 
is characteristic of authoritarians. Between the two theorists’ 
discoveries, we can presume that when instinctual sensations 
are perpetually suppressed or misinterpreted, imaginative po¬ 
tential atrophies. 

Character damage is the product of conventional attitudes 
and expected emotions superimposed upon people during 
their formative years resulting in objectification/depersonali¬ 



zation and the valo¬ 
rization of mechanistic 
efficiency and productiv¬ 
ity, a process euphemistical- 
termed socialization. Dam 
aged character distances 
people from each other, 

and perpetuates the idea that reality requires an ideologi¬ 
cal or mystical second reality to corroborate itself. 

In short, damaged character is responsible for the saniti¬ 
zation, standardization, and deterioration of social and indi¬ 
vidual potential. 

Marxists and various militant leftists often have repressed/ 
repressive character structures that are analogous to reaction¬ 
ary authoritarians, along with similar desires for strong lead¬ 
ers and the propagation of symbols of bureaucracy. 

In present conditions, the propensity for a greater prolif¬ 
eration of authoritarianism is hard to miss. A significant part 
of the populace is atomized and lonely, and stuck in skilless, 
mind-numbing jobs, resulting in pervasive feelings of pow¬ 
erlessness and desperation. Hence, many of the anti-fascist 
ideas put forth in the early-mid 20th century, such as Reich’s 
and Fromm’s, are again applicable. 

And though viewing panaceas from a psychological stand¬ 
point doesn’t help overcome the cause and effect dilemma 
any more than looking from an economic or sociological one, 
helpful ideas have been put forth about what types of inter¬ 
community relations and philosophical perspectives corre¬ 
spond with minimizing the risk and spread of totalitarianism. 

Possessing and utilizing skills of importance, and creating 
situations that provide tangible gratification, while rejecting 
pseudo-satisfaction (such as consumerism), is imperative for 
non-fascistic living. As is following one’s own perceptions 
while resisting domination by experts and bureaucracy. Both 
Reich and Fromm voice a connection between constricted, 
atomized life and authoritarianism-and between intellectual/ 
emotional/sensual expansiveness and the minimizing of vio¬ 
lence and authority. 

Reich cautioned against a quantitative view of life, as he 
felt eliminating fascism required understanding humans bio¬ 
logically, not mechanically. 

In a similar vein, Fromm stressed the importance of the 
spontaneous expression of the total personality, including the 
elimination of artificial divisions between instinct and intel¬ 
lect. Ultimately, interconnected, horizontal relations without 
governance is the natural form of reality that unfolds when 
repressive character structure ceases to dominate. 

Bryan Tucker has been involved with anti-war efforts and 
social anarchist projects in the Bay Area for the past decade. 
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A Universal Language 

Esperanto & Anarchism 


XAVI ALCALDE 

Paroli Esperanton estis iam esencapar to de 
anarkiismo . 

(There was a time when speaking Esperanto was an 
essential part of being an anarchist.) 


) m /! /hen 97-year-old, Barcelona-born Eduardo Viv- 
/ J/ g/ ancos walks down the streets of Toronto where 
^ Kr he has lived as an exile since 1954, he never 
comes across another Esperanto speaker. 

However, when he first learned the language in June 1937, 
in the middle of the Spanish Civil War and Revolution, he 
thought that it was a natural element of the libertarian world . 

It was. 

At that time, in cities such as Barcelona and Valencia, there 
were Esperanto courses and groups in every ateneo (anarchist 
social center). The CNT (Confederacion Nacional del Tra- 
bajo), the anarcho-syndicalist union, published a paper, Nia 
Bulteno (Our Bulletin), with articles in this language. Every 
other relevant group in Spain also had Esperanto publica¬ 
tions. The anti-Stalinist Marxist group, the POUM (Partido 
Obrero de Unification Marxista), whose militia George Or¬ 
well joined, also published a paper in Esperanto. The Propa¬ 
ganda Commissioner for the Catalan government, Jaume Mi- 
ravitiles, later explained that they used Esperanto in official 
documents to reach international anarchists. 

E speranto was created in 1887 by Dr. L.L. Zamenhof in 
Bialystok, Poland. His idea was to develop an easy-to- 
learn international auxiliary language for communication be¬ 
tween people of different countries. It was designed without 
grammar irregularities and with a clear correspondence be¬ 
tween sounds and letters. 

The initial vocabulary and sounds of Esperanto were taken 
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from European languages (the majority Romance, the minor¬ 
ity Germanic, with a small portion of Slavic). For example, 
demokratio and revolucio would be intuitively understood by 
speakers of many European tongues. Some words from other 
language groups have been added over the years. 

However, the nature of Esperanto’s word-building is typi¬ 
cal in Japanese and Korean, as well as a number of other non- 
European languages. This characteristic is rare in European 
languages (Hungarian, Finnish, and Estonian are exceptions). 

Esperanto’s flexible word-order also allows writers and 
speakers of both European and non-European languages to 
use the method of speaking they are used to and still be easily 
understood in this world language. So, while the initial vocab¬ 
ulary is undeniably European in nature, other aspects of the 
language have allowed Esperanto to have a truly international 
following of up to 2,000,000 people at various times. 

Zamenhof hoped to help foster human fraternity through 
direct communication between people from different places. 

Esperanto, he reasoned, would benefit those interested in 
international contacts for a number of reasons and, eventu¬ 
ally, world peace. It gained the support of such anarchists as 
Tolstoy and Malatesta. 

B y the turn of the 20 th century, there were hundreds of 
Esperanto groups in every corner of the world, although 
most were in Europe and the Americas. It was taught in anar¬ 
chist Modern Schools in the United States. 

World War I was a tremendous blow to the Esperanto 
movement’s utopian ideals of superseding nations and na¬ 
tionalism. However, the language saw a resurgence of interest 
during the interwar period. Much of the workers movement 
of the 1920s embraced the new language because participants 
saw it as a necessary tool to unite the proletarians of the world. 

Some early Communists supported use of the language. 
To cope with difficulties of communication during the Sec¬ 
ond Congress of the Third International in Moscow in 1920, 
one of the attendees, the Spanish Anarcho-syndicalist Angel 
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Greetings, companero. Esperanto still lives, as does the anarchist ideal. 


Pestana suggested Esperanto. He praised it as a workers’ 
Latin, as a way to facilitate communication within the as¬ 
sociation. 

In some countries, such as Japan and China, most of 
the pioneer Esperantists were anarchists and the language 
helped them to directly communicate with anarchists in 
Europe and the Americas. 

But Esperanto advocates experienced persecution and 
even execution in both Nazi Germany and the Stalinist So¬ 
viet Union because the ideas they promoted were consid¬ 
ered subversive of state power. 

Nevertheless, to a great extent, Zamenhof’s ideals of in¬ 
ternationalism and peace were transmitted to the utopian 
revolutionaries such as the Spanish anarchists of the 1930s 
who had “a new world in their hearts.” 

In France, following World War II, Spanish exiles from 
Franco’s Spain created an international association of Espe¬ 
ranto-speaking anarchists. Their official bulletin was called 
Senstatano (Without a State) and published entirely in Es¬ 
peranto. Among the contributors were important Asian an¬ 
archists such as Taiji Yamaga and Lu Bo Chien. 

In the current era of global communications, there has 
been a new interest in Esperanto, including among anar¬ 
chists in various parts of the world, although it is difficult 
to know how many people actually are proficient in its use. 
Some language learning apps for mobile devices have be¬ 
gun offering Esperanto courses, and at least a million people 


have enrolled. 

Those who learn Esperanto through the Internet can be¬ 
come familiar with such groups as Sennacieca Asocio Tut- 
monda (SAT), the World Esperanto Association. Participants 
include anarchists and others who are interested in revolu¬ 
tionary social change. 

In their last congress in Seoul in July-August 2017, SAT 
participants from countries around the world learned first¬ 
hand about the recent South Korean protests known as the 
Candlelight Revolution. 

It is likely that the ongoing intention to promote solidar¬ 
ity inherent to Esperanto explains its survival for 130 years 
despite changes in political groupings, dictatorships, and per¬ 
secutions. From this perspective, it has a potential that should 
not be underestimated. Often, learning and using the lan¬ 
guage is in itself a revolutionary act. 

If you happen upon the aging but still engaged Eduardo 
Vivancos in Toronto, you can greet him with: Salutojkom- 
pano. Paroli Esperanton estis iam esenca parto de anarkiismo. 
(Greetings, companero. Esperanto still lives, as does the an¬ 
archist ideal.) 

You’re on your own after that. 

Xavi Alcalde is a researcher from Barcelona, Spain, currently 
writing a biography of Eduardo Vivancos, an anarchist, Espe¬ 
rantist and veteran of the Spanish Revolution and Civil War 
based in Toronto. 


Media News 

Unicorn Riot premiered its free 
documentary, “Black Snake Killaz: a 
#NoDAPL Story” in November at 
Minneapolis’ Parkway Theater. The 
screening was followed by a question 
and answer session and an after-party 
featured performances by the punk folk 
band, Ungrateful Little String Band, 
Indigenous hip-hop artist, Alas, and DJ 
MOTHER f R©SA. 

“Black Snake Killaz” chronicles re¬ 
sistance to the Dakota Access Pipeline 
taken by water protectors to stop the 
construction of the oil pipeline and in¬ 
vestigates actions taken by law enforce¬ 
ment, military, and corporate mercenar¬ 
ies to quell the months-long protest. 

Free online at unicornriot.ninja/ 
black-snake-killaz-2017 


From Somewhere to Nowhere: The 

End of the American Dream is the sixth 
anthology from the NYC-based Un- 
bearables. A 583-page collection of wea- 
ponized creativity going from “9/11 to 
the rise of the Trumpist moronarchy.” 

A mammoth arsenal of poems, sto¬ 
ries, essays and art which takes shots at 
capitalism, racism, sexism and gentrifica- 
tion. 

Fifth Estate writers are represented 
including Jim Feast (one of the book’s 
editors), Nhi Chung, Jack Bratich, Peter 
Lamborn Wilson, and Peter Werbe. 

Autonomedia, 2017. Available from 
AK Press akpress.org. 

Also, from Autonomedia, Jim Feast’s 
new novel, Long Day, Counting Tomor¬ 
row. Rasken Hasp is dying of AIDS, 
given only a few months to live. Then, 
someone tries to kill him. Patrick E. 
Horrigan, author of Portraits a an Exhi¬ 


bition, describes the protagonist as “the 
paranoiac, dourly fimny, HIV-positive 
hero” who “goes down the rabbit hole in 
order to avenge a fellow patient’s sus¬ 
picious death and, in the bargain, save 
himself.” Autonomedia.org. 

In our Summer 2017 edition, we la¬ 
mented that the Industrial Worker, the 
official organ of the Industrial Workers 
of the World (IWW—iww.org), had 
dropped the phrase, “The working class, 
and the employing class have nothing 
in common,” from their print edition. 

This cogent sentence from the Pre¬ 
amble to the IWW constitution sums 
up nicely class relations and had ap¬ 
peared in their paper since the union’s 
founding in 1905. 

However, as if its disappearance was 
an oversight, the Summer 2017 IW 
featured the saying on its front page in 
large type. 
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The Thing After: 

Making Sense of Sex & Consent 


—from Learning Good Consent: On Healthy Relationships and 
Survivor Support 

Edited by Cindy Crabb, Al< Press akpress.org 2016 

FE Note: With people today left adrift to face conflicting 
social cues coming from every direction, this collection looks 
directly at the complications which arise from sex, consent, 
abuse, and survivor support. This, and the other 
essays in Learning Good Consent, is a guide to pre¬ 
venting sexual violence, helping survivors heal, and 
creating lives which correspond to our ideals. 

This essay has been shortened by the Fifth Es¬ 
tate editors. 

SHANNON PAREZ-DARBY 

W hen I was younger I was less of 
an active participant in the sex I 
was having and more of a referee. 

I never said “touch me here” or “I 
like it like this,” but instead let whatever boy I was 
kissing do whatever he thought was sexy and my 
job was to make sure it never went too far over the 
(my) line. 

I was a gatekeeper always guarding whatever 
felt like the most vulnerable part of myself. 

By the time I was willing to use my voice, we were several 
steps ahead of where I actually wanted to be. I would wait 
until the scales tipped, until whatever sexy place we were go¬ 
ing was scarier than saying, stop. When I think about these 
interactions I’m filled with all of these contradictory things. I 
would call some of these experiences coercive and I struggle 
with that language of it all of the time. These are the moments 
when accountability feels muddled. 

I believe the guys I was having sex with were doing the 
best they could. I believe that they wanted to have mutually 
pleasurable sex and that they wished the best for me. It doesn’t 
feel like an answer to say that they were all jerks or “evil per¬ 
petrators” that I then get to demonize. 

I believe that the men I was being sexy with had some pretty 
shitty skills and fucked up expectations and they didn’t know 
how to do it better, which doesn’t mean that they shouldn’t be 
thoughtful about and accountable for their actions, but they 
also shouldn’t be demonized for them either.. . . I’m not sure 
we have all of the skills to be enacting sustainable accountabil¬ 
ity models right now, but we can talk more about sexual as¬ 


sault within our own radical communities and how we extend 
the values of community, social justice, and anti-oppression 
into our conversations around consent and accountability. 

Saying that I don’t want to demonize the people who have 
been sexually coercive in my life has become easier because, 
for the most part, these interactions are far away; they’re in the 
past and none of these guys are in my life anymore. We were 



working off of this hetero script that says that guys are the 
drivers, they will go as far as they can with a girl and it’s the 
girls job to be the brakes, always guarding against men who 
will try to get as much as they can around sex from the thing 
after her unless she puts a stop to it. 

This script is a setup for everyone. It’s a setup for the guys 
because there is no space to have a full range of emotions, 
to not want to have sex or to feel anything other than sex 
crazed, always looking for and wanting sex. It’s a setup for 
women because whatever happens is our fault; either we don’t 
say anything and silence is consent, or we speak up and we are 
troublemakers or prudes. 

I don’t want to set up a false dichotomy that straight men 
are inherently coercive and queers are radical and thus have 
only equitable (sexual) relationships because that’s not true, 
and that idea is getting in the way of creating communities 
that are looking at and engaging with a process of account¬ 
ability. 

Homos protect the fucked up things we do to each oth¬ 
er and it’s scary to talk about because what if that proves all 
of the fucked up things homophobic society says about us? 


J 
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What if we cant have equitable 
relationships? What if all of 
this work were doing to create 
the kinds of relationships we 
want for ourselves isn’t working? 

Not talking about this is not 
keeping us safe; it’s keeping us 
isolated and it’s making sure that we 
perpetuate the same shitty coercive dy¬ 
namics that we have learned. It means that 
when coercion and sexual assault happen in our 
queer communities we don’t talk about it, we internalize our 
oppression and we stay hidden. 

I want more models for the relationships and the kinds 
of sex I want to be having in my life. Sometimes the queers 
I know pretend that we’re more radical than coercion and 
abuse, that this stuff doesn’t affect us, that it doesn’t seep 
into our sex lives and relationships.... 

I’m tired of us all feeling like we’re not OK. What would 
it look like to believe that we could do it another way, that 
we could do it a million other ways? What would our sexual 
interactions look like if we believed that we were OK, if we 
were allowed to be our whole selves, if we saw ourselves as 
whole? What would it look like to be able to sit with our 
fears and engage in a process of accountability with each 
other? What if we were able to show up in a centered, solid, 
whole, and grace-filled way? 

What would we need to even imagine this? The scari¬ 
est thing I can think to say to someone I’m dating is that I 
don’t want to have sex. What does my accountability process 
learning good consent look like around this? What does 
consent look like when I’m not even sure I could tell you, 
no? ... 



want to discover the totally new 
way I’m going to mess up. 

In order to do this, we have 
to be coming from a place where 
we assume that people are try¬ 
ing their hardest and where peo¬ 
ple really are trying their hardest. 
As a survivor of abuse, as a do¬ 
mestic violence advocate, as a friend 
and a person in community with other 
people, I’ve seen and heard some of the really 
shitty awful things that people do to each 
other.... 

Healing is a process more than something 
we achieve once and for all. Accountability is not taking 
all of the responsibility and apologizing forever.... 

I choose to believe that the people in my life are doing the 
best they can. That doesn’t mean that they get to treat me badly 
or do shitty things. Holding this complexity has often been very 
painful, jumping from unearned trust in people who keep cross¬ 
ing my boundaries and not respecting me, to martyrdom where 
someone fucks up and I keep throwing myself into the fire say¬ 
ing, “they’re doing the best they can.” 

I believe there can be a place in between, learning good con¬ 
sent, a place where I can be real with myself and present for the 
constant engagement it takes to be good to the people in my life 
and demand respect and kindness. 

Shannon Parez-Darby is the Youth Services Program Director 
at the Northwest Network of Bisexual, Trans, Lesbian and Gay 
Survivors of Abuse. 


We have a lot invested in seeing people that perpetrate 
sexual assault as evil villains and seeing people that are sur¬ 
viving sexual assault as perfect angels. This narrative hurts 
us all because it’s not about good or evil but about power. 
. . .Accountability is a process, and part of that process is 
screwing up. That’s so scary and so real because, when the 
stakes are this high, screwing up doesn’t really feel like an 
option. 

What if the thing after instead we see accountability as a 
process we get to engage with when we fuck up... .Because 
screwing up is a part of the deal, but that doesn’t mean we 
get to fuck up in the same way over and over again. We en¬ 
gage so we don’t keep fucking up in the exact same ways. I 

I H/AKf AAOR£ AAODCLS 
FOR TH£ R£LATioMSHiPS 
AMD TH£ K'iMDS Of SEX 
1 |«/AMr TO 8£ HAViMG iM 
AAY LiF£. 


Slowly They Go 

I expected click-click-click 
of handcuffs binding wrists, 
eyes red with pepper spray, 
a haze of tear gas fogging streets, 
black 'copters rotoring the sky, 
and cellphone vids of troubled days. 

Too late I realized the cunning gist 
of protests that shimmer on-screen. 

Slowly they disappear from the net" 
first the anarchists, then the homeless Vets. 

Facebook and Google delete the rest. 

No bullet, no blindfold, no last cigarette. 

-anon57 

anon57 writes anti-authoritarian, anti racist, pro-privacy 
poems from Suburbia USA. He explores concerns regard¬ 
ing growing military adventurism, surveillance, main¬ 
stream propaganda, colonialism, and police state tactics. 
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Collective members from a vegan restaurant in a working class 
community with a "pay what you feel is right" free/autonomoous 
pricing operation presenting at the Hong Kong book fair. 


Hong Kong’s Black Booh Fair 

Under China’s Radar 



FIFTH ESTATE STAFF 

ong Kong's Black Book Fair 
took place November 17-19, 
2017 in the lecture theatre of 
the Visual Arts Centre, close to 
the Admiralty area where the Umbrella 
Movement was ignited by a police attack 
on demonstrators three years earlier. 

Although the former British colony is 
supposedly autonomous from mainland 
China, Beijing government repression 
often looms. So, fair organizers decided 
to call the fair "Black Book" rather than 
"Anarchist." 

With a daily attendance of about one 
hundred, the gathering was small by 
comparison with many other such anar¬ 
chist events elsewhere. But there was no 
shortage of enthusiasm, or imagination 
or international participation. 

Lenny Catalysta, one of the organiz¬ 
ers, notes that people came from quite 
a number of places—London, Tokyo, 
Taiwan and Mexico. Parcels and bundles 
of books, papers and videos arrived from 
Switzerland, France, Britain, Canada and 
Taiwan over the preceding weeks. 

Planning for the fair was loose; just 
discussion of ideas and possibilities, and 
the shared attitude of anything goes. 
There were never any decisions or reso¬ 
lutions, only the agreement to perform 
specific tasks, no finalized programs of 
any sort. The book fair group didn't know 
who would come or what problems to 
expect from the authorities. They were 
just let the event develop its fullest pos¬ 
sibilities. 


The original idea was to have a gath¬ 
ering of people with a vaguely anarchist 
theme, where everyone would be like 
a hawker in a village gathering. Each 
person would come with their basket of 
ideas, experiences, creations, collectively 
to exchange and share as part of a com¬ 
mon harvest. 

Organizers' hopes for creating a focal 
point for sharing and solidarity were 
more than fulfilled. The three-day event 
"did turn out wonderfully awesome and 
amazing," says Lenny; "together we 
made these many small worlds into one 
whole piece." 

The range and variety of issues and 
sharing sessions at the fair were very 
broad. Lenny notes that out of the 15 
sessions, only four came through invita¬ 
tions made by the planning group. The 
rest were initiated by people responding 
to the call for participation. 

Some examples of the sharing ses¬ 
sions: 

"The anarchy of music and spiritual¬ 
ity: John Cage or Jack Rage" 

"Deer-head-man" experimental arts 
group videocast by people from Taiwan 

"Voices: Decade of cultural experi¬ 
ence" (members of a publishing-house- 
bar in Taiwan) 

"Mexican movement and its art" 

Poetry readings, including Norman 
Nawrocki's poetry videocast, "Why am I 
an anarchist?" 

"Solidarity Street" (presenting a book 
chronicling community actions) 

"Tokyo Struggles" 

"The Mountains are high and the em¬ 


peror is far away," a documentary about 
the Jura watch makers, Africans in Hong 
Kong and Chinese anarchists. 

The discussions were stimulating. 
There were rich exchanges of perspec¬ 
tives on the independence of Taiwan 
and the autonomy of Hong Kong on the 
first day. The Taiwanese Vagabond Social 
Arts Troupe shared local experiences in 
cities on the island formerly known as 
Formosa. This kind of discussion doesn't 
usually happen in Hong Kong because 
cultural forum speakers on similar topics 
have been banned from entry to the 
territory. The fair was obviously off the 
radar of Chinese counter intelligence. 

Another positive aspect of the fair, 
according to Lenny, was the inter-gen¬ 
erational cooperation, from those who 
became interested in anarchist ideas in 
the 1980s to people just learning about 
them now. Students of all kinds exam¬ 
ined books and pamphlets, looked at and 
talked about the posters and displays, 
participated in discussions, listened to 
the poems and music, and shared the 
event together. 

The Black Book Fair differed notably 
from other fairs in another way. In order 
to avoid possible trouble with authori¬ 
ties, from early on the planners declared 
that the event would be an exhibition 
space, not a site for sales. They advised 
participants expecting to sell items, to 
offer them outside. 

Books on display were purchased 
after the event was over. All pamphlets 
and zines were given away free. 

—Continued on Page 37 



The idea was to have a gathering of people with a vaguely 
anarchist theme, where everyone would be like a hawker in a 
village gathering. 


Fifth Esttate 21 


Spring 2018 






"THiS iS JAiL” 

Nothing can prepare you for life behind bars 
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ast spring, I became a prisoner in a rural California county jail for 
*^^90 days having been sentenced for a non-political offense. 

I did some research before surrendering to the authorities, so in 
many ways I knew what to expect when I arrived. Nothing, however, can re¬ 
ally prepare you for the full range of indignity and repression you experience. 

For a person committed to some measure of self-reliance and a strategy of 
carving out as much autonomy as possible within a society created to main¬ 
tain hierarchical relations, the removal of that autonomy is hard to accom¬ 
modate. 

Compared to most state and federal prisons, county jails are considered 
less harsh and less dangerous. Some prisoners are on their way to trial. Some, 
having been sentenced, are awaiting transfer to a state or federal prison. Oth¬ 
ers are serving short (less than a year) sentences. 

So, the level of generalized violence is lower (I only saw one almost-fight 
during my time there), for the most part racial segregation is relegated to 
sleeping and eating space, and the guards are sheriff’s deputies, which gives 
them some skill in dealing with people. However, this particular county jail 
has a rather unpleasant reputation. Many of my fellow prisoners actually 
thought that a medium/maximum security prison with armed guards was a 
better place to serve any amount of time. All of them agreed that this county 
jail was the worst place they’d ever been. 

I surrender to the court at 9am. I am chained to three other guys. In 
the Receiving area we get our jail ID photos taken, a copy of 
which is entered into the sheriffs department database, 
while the other is imposed on a plastic wristband that 
we have to wear at all times. 

Of course, there is a barcode, or actually two barcodes. 

One is our Personal File Number (PFN), which follows us 
for the entire time were under supervision (arrest through 
the end of probation), and the other is the jail’s number. I 
never saw anyone’s wristband get scanned. Thirteen hours 
later, I have a bunk. 

One of the first things I notice is the cold. Aside from the re¬ 
lentless and unpredictable noises, recycled air is a mundane char¬ 
acteristic of incarceration. I eventually get used to the regulated 
temperature. 


I initially wondered about the sodden toi¬ 
let paper covering almost every vent, but after 
the first day, I am thankful for all the collec¬ 
tive efforts of the hundreds (really more like 
thousands) of men and boys who’ve taken the 
time to create at least a partial barrier to the 
air conditioning system. 

I begin my sentence in the middle of April. 
The air is becoming warmer. But inside jail, I 
am always cold. Part of my first commissary 
purchase is thermal underwear, which every¬ 
one wears. Some guys wear their two allot¬ 
ted t-shirts at the same time. The blankets, 
even when they were new (how many years 
ago was that?), are thin and more decorative 
than functional. 

Fresh air is only experienced in two 15 
minute intervals, when we are on the way to 
so-called work, the education wing or visi¬ 
tation. Other than that, in the time I was a 
guest of the county, the guys in my housing 
unit were twice outside on the “big yard,” 
an open courtyard with grass; 
the “little yards” are fully 
enclosed hexagonal spaces 
about 18 square feet, with a 
single basketball hoop. Two 
times, for about 90 minutes 
each time, at the discretion of 
a deputy. 

The near total lack of 
choice and freedom is the most 
mundane observation of being 
confined. We do not choose what we 
(wear. Because bunks are segregated by 
I race, we do not choose where we sleep. 

















I'm used to interacting with people with 
as few authoritarian mechanisms and 
signals as possible 

Or, when we get to leave our dorm. Or, even whether the TVs are on. 

While in the minimum security wing, we have unlimited access to the toilets and 
showers, but we cannot choose the water temperature. We do not choose whether or 
not to go to work. Because it is compulsory and unpaid, it is actual slavery. If prison¬ 
ers are indigent, we have no choice about what we eat. The list goes on. Along with 
the uniforms (a ridiculous combination of medical scrubs and pajamas), the routine 
is designed to infantilize and humiliate. 

The deputies call us by our names, but when we respond to them, we are required 
to recite our PFN to confirm our identities. After every work shift or any unit-wide 
infraction, we are strip-searched. 

The housing unit I am in is assigned to the kitchen. Most of us scoop frozen or 
heated globs of food onto trays that are shrink-wrapped at the end of the assembly 
line. Four hours of standing in one place doing the same motion until the break; then 
four more hours. 

The food preparation facility is a low warehouse with large doors leading directly 
to the loading dock, which allows swallows nearly unlimited access to the workspace. 
Mice are also permanent residents. 

When we get colds or the flu, which is all the time, we still have to work. Its 
amazing that more prisoners all over the state (this kitchen supplies trays for almost 
every county jail and state prison) don’t pick up various illnesses from the food, but 
by the time the tray reaches a prisoner, the items have been cooked at least three 
times and frozen twice. Nutrition is almost non-existent, but calories from carbohy¬ 
drates remain. 

The food trays are referred to as “two scoops of disrespect.” That’s also the term 
for the strip-searches. 

Somewhat oddly, then, is the way prisoners respond when one of us notices an in¬ 
dignity originating among prisoners. If anyone complains that the line to the shower 
or telephone or chow is cut into by someone with an oversized reputation, or if 
someone asks the guys who are in the middle of a heated conversation at 2am to 
keep the noise down, they are quickly and inevitably reminded, “This is jail.” 

This statement is supposed to trump any possible complaint about marginally 
anti-social behavior. It was surprising because when prisoners are on the receiving 
end of similar shit from the deputies, it’s called disrespect; but when something un¬ 
pleasant is done by prisoners to each other, it’s okay—because we’re in jail. It’s like 
saying, “Boys will be boys;” it explains nothing, but is supposed to excuse everything. 

Since I’m used to interacting with people with as few authoritarian mechanisms 
and signals as possible, it was difficult for me not to mention when my needs and 
desires were not being taken into consideration by other prisoners. The tacit accep¬ 
tance of interpersonal aggression, as long as it comes from other prisoners, is one of 
the lingering negative observations and experiences of my time in jail. 

It’s no wonder that historically, the prisoners who are targeted by the guards for 
the severest retribution are the ones who are able to transcend petty interpersonal 
and interracial rivalries and aggressions that usually keep prisoners divided. For such 
exemplary individuals, “This is jail,” is only the beginning of a strategy of principled 
resistance. 

I didn’t meet anyone like that while doing my time. 

When not incarcerated, AKD868 spends his free time appreciating the outdoors. 
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Resources for Prisoners 
& Supporters 

Prison Legal News, a publication 
that can put prisoners in touch 
with news and resources. P.0. Box 
1151,1013 Lucerne Ave. f Lake 
Worth FL 33460. 

StopPrisonProfiteers.org 

Challenges companies that rip- 
off prisoners and their families 
on basic services. 


Books Through Bars distributes 
free books and educational mate¬ 
rials to incarcerated people in PA, 
NJ, NY, MD, DE, VA and WV. Each 
year they send over 8,000 book 
packages. 

BooksThroughBars.org 
4722 Baltimore Ave, Philadel¬ 
phia, PA 19143 

The Campaign to Fight Toxic 
Prisons (FTP) conducts grassroots 
organizing, advocacy and direct 
action to challenge the prison 
system puts prisoners at risk of 
dangerous environmental condi¬ 
tions, and impacts surrounding 
communities and ecosystems by 
their construction and operation. 

PrisonEcology.org 

Exposes environmental violations 
in prisons. 


HumanRightsDefenseCenter.org 

Coordinates many of the sites 
above. 

Incarcerated Workers Organizing 
Committee (IWOC) 

A Industrial Workers of the World 
IWW.org. IWOC was one of the 
forces behind the September 9 
nation-wide prison work strike. 











MOVIE REVIEW 




New Blade Runner Still Misses 


Radical Vision 


Blade Runner 2049 

Director: Denis Villeneuve 
146 min. (2017) 

MATTHEW LUCAS 

lade Runner 2049” slightly 
recalibrates the social dimen¬ 
sions of Ridley Scott’s 1982 
android rebellion tale, “Blade 
Runner”—based on Philip K. Dick’s 
novel Do Androids Dream of Electric 
Sheept —tailoring it for a new genera¬ 
tion. 

Scott’s original had largely written 
out much of Dick’s political and eco¬ 
logical concerns. And while some of the 
changes are mildly admirable, the new 


become accepted, as android laborers— 
called Replicants and manufactured by 
the sinister Tyrell Corporation—are 
sent to outer planetary colonies to work. 
Traditional human labor properties are 
transposed upon them. 

Male androids are tasked with pro¬ 
duction and manual work, and women 
androids are more often consigned as 
“leisure models,” providing sex work. 
Having organized, the androids revolt 
and are quashed. Bounty hunters, called 
blade runners, hunt down the older 
rebel models to “retire” them. 

Back on Earth, this exportation of 
labor and production to the colonies has 
not led to abolition of labor for humans, 
but rather to a shift toward low wage 
service work. People of color are mostly 




film is as limited and lacking in vision 
as its predecessor—especially in respect 
to the roles of women in its posthuman 
future. 

In the original film, Scott imagined a 
world of nightmarish Reaganomics that 
barely breached the Sci-Fi genre beyond 
its set design. It presented a dystopian 
future in which chattel slavery has again 


seen working in retail and restaurants, 
women are seen again primarily in sex 
work and burlesque, and white men 
populate police forces and front corpo¬ 
rations. 

It’s a messy narrative of moral and 
existential ambiguities, in which few 
are lifted by the posthuman future into 
anything transcending the dour roles 
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Philip K. Dick’s 


already assigned to them in postindus¬ 
trial societies. This is especially true for 
the women in the original picture. 

“Blade Runner” hits an unfortunate 
nadir when Rachael (Sean Young), a 
Replicant who had believed she was a 
human, is raped by the chief protago¬ 
nist, Rick Deckard (Harrison Ford). 

By forcing himself on her, Deckard 
paradoxically maintains Rachael’s status 
as an android incapable of consent, and 
grotesquely promotes her to human 
status as a woman capable of having 
physical and emotional contact. 

“Blade Runner 2049” covers much 
of the same territory. New hope in the 
Replicants’ revolt is found in a child 
born to a Replicant mother, sidestep¬ 
ping the knotted existential conun¬ 
drums of the original fdm. Because they 
have the capability of giving birth, the 
humanity of this slave labor force is on 
more firm ethical terrain. 

Where the original shifted its weight 
between anti-heroes, asking rather than 
answering ethical dilemmas, the new 
film’s position is clearer. Corporate 
powers and police forces are juxtaposed 
against exploited labor with respective 
black and white hat simplicity. 

The miracle android pregnancy, pre¬ 
sented as the ultimate and legitimizing 
(and incidentally, trans-exclusionary) 
labor of women, pushes the Replicant 
cause forward. However, it does little for 
women in the film and the way they are 
portrayed. 

Still, the posthuman world of the 
Blade Runner franchise fails to advance 
beyond a reductive and reactionary view 
of their traditional, male-orientated 
labor roles. The scant actual presence of 
women in the film exacerbates the issue. 
Two villainesses and two rebel lead¬ 
ers flash on and off the screen without 
much to distinguish them by. Sadly, the 
best formulated female character is the 
hero K’s (Ryan Gosling) companion, Joi 







(Ana de Armas). She is a hologram. 

Conceptually similar to Samantha, 
the female-voiced OS who becomes the 
love interest in Spike Jonze’s 2013 film 
Her, Joi is the made-to-order wife to K. 
A compliant piece of technology, she 
provides her male companion with on- 
demand domestic and emotional labor. 

Early in the film she welcomes K 
home, inquires about his day, offers to 
mend his torn shirt, and busies away 
making him a holographic dinner, 
which she presents to him with a kiss 
as she lights his cigarette. She is age¬ 
less, entirely affirming, and possesses 
no troubles outside of her companions, 
but is unable to perform one significant 
labor for him—sex. 


In a scene that epitomizes “Blade 
Runner 2049”’s dehumanizing mi- 
sogyny, this is resolved when she is 
synched with a prostitute, Mariette (a 
name perilously close to marionette) in 
order to accomplish intimacy with K. 

As with Rachael in the preceding film, 
it is sex that promotes Joi to viable hu¬ 
man status. 

Populating the screen with objec¬ 
tifying advertisements and hyg^r-ffXr 
ualized statues of women, this sequel 
repeats most of the sins of the original 
with minor adjustments. Thisa^^^® 
future still comes across as a dingier : 
apocalypse version of our own, cjpm-‘ m 
plete with crumbling junk factories ful|^ 

of child laborers and a nuclear iitadi- 

I v f 

11 > 


ated desert metropolis. 

No longer led by the compelling but 
murderous Roy Batty, the Replicant 
rebellion engenders more sympathy, but 
is dramatically deflated. Any meditation 
on posthuman possibilities, if there are 
any, really, are undermined by its lazy 
and unimaginative fiction. 

Worst of all, while were spared a re¬ 
peat of the originals unforgivable rape, 
were left with its repugnant misogyny 

Matthew Lucas is an anarchist and 
cinephite living in Portland, Ore. He is 
a bartender, occasional Latin teacher, 
and co-founder and curator of Church 
of Film. 
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MOVIE REVIEW 




No Gods; No Masters brings the history of anarchism to video 


No Gods; No Masters: 

A History of Anarchism (2017) 
(Originally: Ni dieu, ni maitre. Une his- 
toire de I'anarchisme) 

Writer/Director: Tancrede Ramonet 
156 min. Color/B&W (French, German 
with English subtitles) 

Available from Icarus Films icarusfilms. 
com/if-nogods 

JOE NOLAN 

F or average Americans, the word 
anarchy calls to mind chaos, de¬ 
struction, lawlessness, and violence. 
Most modern Westerners know little 
about the people, philoso¬ 
phies, and history that make¬ 
up the broader political and 
cultural movement we iden¬ 
tify under the term anarchism. 

This ignorance lingers de¬ 
spite the fact that in the 21 st 
century, the worldwide Occu¬ 
py Wall Street movement, the 
anti-austerity demonstrations 
in Europe, the Arab Spring, 
and even the Antifa forces 
clashing with today’s neo-Na¬ 
zis all share common bonds 
in their self-organized col¬ 
lectivism, their anti-capitalist 
stances, and their aesthetics 
which often include the circle-A. 

“No Gods, No Masters: A History 
of Anarchism” directed by Tancrede 
Ramonet, was originally a French TV 
Mini-Series documentary, now available 
as a three-DVD collection. It illuminates 
the history of anarchism from mid- 19 th 
century Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, who 
coined the term anarchist through the 
twin mid-century challenges of Euro¬ 
pean fascism and Soviet communism. 

The disc set breaks its subject down 
into a trilogy of historical periods and 
includes a bonus feature 26-minute in¬ 
terview with Noam Chomsky, plus an 
eloquent 20-page booklet packed with 
profiles of notable anarchist thinkers and 
activists. The booklet contains brief, but 


elucidating writing samples from various 
authors that trace the evolution of anar¬ 
chist thought from the end of the 19th 
century to the modern era. 

The first disc, “Passion for Destruc¬ 
tion (1840-1906)” focuses on the dispar¬ 
ity between the technological, medical, 
and cultural progress achieved at the 
turn of the 20 th century, and the hor¬ 
rific conditions that defined the work 
and home lives of the laborers who made 
the Industrial Revolution possible. This 
chapter highlights Proudhon’s tripartite 
attack on the state, capital and religion; 
the foundations of labor unionism and 
anarcho-syndicalism, and events like 


the 1886 Haymarket Square Riot which 
ignited the spread of anarchist ideas 
around the globe. 

“Land and Freedom (1907-1921)” 
begins with the idealism, nudism, al¬ 
ternative education and free love of the 
Individualism Movement before cresting 
onto the waves of the Mexican and Rus¬ 
sian revolutions when it seemed that the 
anarchist dream had come into its own, 
and appeared poised to overturn the 
global order. 

“In Memory of the Vanquished 
(1922-1945)” lives up to its eulogizing 
title, documenting unparalleled violence 
against the labor movement in the Unit¬ 
ed States, the executions of Sacco and 
Vanzetti, the betrayals of Soviet commu¬ 


nism, the horrors of European fascism, 
and the crushing of the anarchist forces 
in the Spanish Civil War and Revolution. 

“No Gods, No Masters’” broad scope 
necessarily means that deep explorations 
of individuals or individual periods in 
the development of anarchism are off the 
table. Emma Goldman’s name is barely 
sprinkled in, and anarchistic artistic 
movements like early 20 th century Dada 
are only briefly mentioned. 

That said, “No Gods, No Masters” 
never devolves into a simple talking 
heads affair. Director Ramonet uses just 
enough animation effects to keep the 
archival photos, prints and paintings 
interesting, the well-written 
narration is consistently com¬ 
pelling, and the archival foot¬ 
age is often revelatory. 

Anarchism has been the 
subject of many very good 
documentaries from pro¬ 
files like ’’Emma Goldman: 
An Exceedingly Dangerous 
Woman” (2004) and “Sac¬ 
co and Vanzetti”(2006), to 
broader studies like “Anar¬ 
chism in America” (1983) and 
more contemporary efforts 
like “The Take” (2004). 

That said, no films or series 
of films attempts to contextu¬ 
alize the global evolution of anarchism as 
a whole like Ramonet aims to do. 

“No Gods, No Masters” isn’t a perfect 
movie and viewers who are well-versed 
in the events, people, and places that 
have informed the development of an¬ 
archist thought will inevitably find some 
sections lacking. 

However, this film is a great first step 
that might inspire other filmmakers to 
take on anarchism as a holistic subject so 
that the ideas and actions of the past can 
continue to illuminate the philosophies 
and fights waiting for us in the future. 

Joe Nolan lives in Nashville where he's 
a regular writer for the street newspaper, 
The Contributor 



—from "No Gods; No Masters." French police 19th century mug 
shots of arrested anarchists. Little has changed. 
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FICTION 


7Ae Somctdihg 


REBECCA LEE 

(/n a town with no law, in a far away land, there lived people 
yr without protection. In square, boxed houses, they made 
^ sections out of walls to shield them from something un¬ 
known. It was the something that drove them to worry. 

“Do you think it will happen tomorrow?” One asked. 

“What do you think it could be?” 

Although there was no tangible reason for concern, the 
town longed for a leader. If Someone could defeat the Some¬ 
thing, then nothing would come from terror. 

Deep into the night, when blue sky passed black, one of the 
townspeople saw it: a slender body with muscular grace. The 
most beautiful leader of all. 

It was flexible and refined, yet fuller than all other cats. This 
was a beast that could protect. Gray fur extended down its long 
tail, blocking any chance of vulnerability. Its eyes, as bright as 
mirrors, projected nothing of its intention. This was a cat with 
power. 

“I can be your leader.” The cat curled against a tree in the 
townsmans backyard. Its low voice vibrated. 

“But I’ve never seen you before.”The townsman said. “How 
do I know you can lead?” 

“I am the most beautiful,” the cat smiled. “I am the best.” 

The townsman glanced at the cat’s perfectly pointed ears. It 
was purring. Not vibrating. 

“I’ve never seen a cat as beautiful as you.” 

A line of drool formed just below the cat’s mouth. It was 
happy. Eager to please. 


“If you let me lead, I’ll be yours forever,” the cat said. “The 
Something will never come close.” 

The townsman thought of the cat walking closely by his 
side. The shock and awe of his friends would make him popu¬ 
lar. If someone like him, could own something like that, the 
town would admire him forever. 

“No one will challenge you. There will be nothing to fear. 
You can be free from all things troubling.” The cat beamed, 
baring a jagged set of teeth. Unique teeth. Teeth of a beast who 
has destroyed evil horrors. 

“I’ve never seen a cat with teeth like yours.” The townsman 
squinted his eyes. 

“Un-orthodontic, but with a humbling charm, they remind 
me to always stay modest.” The cat bowed its head and the 
townsman looked away. It was sensitive. It was shy. It was beau¬ 
tiful. 

“I can tell you would lead with ease and power, but how 
would you conquer The Something?”The townsman asked. 

“First, I must have your trust.” 

“Yes, of course,” the townsman said. “You’ll do the right 
thing.” 

“Second,” the cat continued, “I must enter your home.” 

The townsman rubbed his jaw. “Why would you need to 
do that?” 

“I must know that you trust me.” 

“This is the only way?” 

The cat nodded. 

“I don’t know if I want anyone in my house.” The towns¬ 
man said. 

The cat stalked closer. “But I will protect 

Y> 

you. 

Even in darkness, the house looked shab¬ 
by. Paint peeled from the edges of each win- 
dowpane. The steps were made of concrete. 
The townsman approached his front stoop 
with caution and paused for just a moment. 

There was no wind. There was no sun. 
Although he thought he could feel some¬ 
thing, his surroundings were exactly the 
same. It was chilly. It was late. It was prob¬ 
ably nothing. 

Rebecca Lee lives in Charlottesville, 
Virginia. She has published in newspapers, 
university journals and magazines around 
the world. Some of her publications include: 
Adbusters, The Virginian Pilot, and The British 
Medical Journal. 





ANARCHISTS ABROAD 



An Anarchist in Poland 

In One Gulp! 

Poland Swallowed Up By Consumer Capitalism 


NORMAN NAWROCKI 


During a recent 10 day visit to Western Poland (Wiel- 
kopolska) to do research for a novel based on my family 
history, I spoke with many people in the street, in bars, 
cafes, on trains and buses trying to understand the new 
realities of Central Europe. 

Poland! Forever screwed by its own old aristocracy, 
then by Germany and Russia, then by Polish and Ger¬ 
man fascists and Soviet communists, its now being 
ravaged by 21 st century international capital. But hey, 
fastest growing economy in Europe today! 

There were so many incongruities. Like getting off 
the plane in Warsaw, heading into the centre of the 
city, and wondering, “Is this Toronto? Montreal? Van¬ 
couver?” 

MacDonald’s, Kentucky Fried Chicken, The Gap, 



Anarchist 
& worker 
organizing, 
squats, & 
fascist at¬ 
tacks while 
MacDon¬ 
ald's &KFC 
stalk the 
country. 


Adidas, Zara outlets, all jumbled together, rubbing 
shoulders with shiny, ugly new condo towers, blocking 
my view of Poland through the windows of an ultra¬ 
modern train. 

All the promises of the Solidarnosc-era Poland that 
ended Soviet domination, ones imagined by the more 
anarchist-leaning members of that mass working class 
organization of maybe a new, not entirely capitalist di¬ 


rection for post-Soviet, post-Communist Party Poland, 
disappeared. 

In one gulp. Gobbled up by consumer capitalism. By 
mega corporations eager to re-pocket the average $700 
per month salaries they pay their Polish workers. And 
most Poles went along with the deal, smiling, willingly. 

My former cabaret rock and roll band, Rhythm Ac¬ 
tivism, toured Poland a few times, once with our satiri¬ 
cal show, “Welcome to Capitalism, Poland.” We were 
greeted by shocked, disbelieving Poles who couldn’t ac¬ 
cept that not all of us in the West were rich, and that 
late 20 th century capitalism made us pay, and pay, and 
pay some more for its illusions, and would make them 
pay, too. 

My poor Poland today has now embraced the worst 
of North American consumer culture and built a 
church of capitalism to worship it, glorify it, lust after it. 
Ordinary working class Poles pray and pray some more 
that they, too, one day will really profit from it, despite 
their second class citizenry throughout the European 
Union (EU)- the cheapest workers around, an airplane 
seatmate banker told me. 

Under the former Communist Party regime, a fierce 
repression reigned. People were afraid to speak their 
minds. Anarchists, like other dissidents, were part of an 
entirely underground movement. I used to meet Pol¬ 
ish activists in secret. But at least social housing, like 
education, healthcare and social services was a national 
right. Everyone was housed, comfortably. 

Now, gentrification and foreign investment are rav¬ 
aging the cities. Foreign investors own 70 percent of 
the historic inner city of Krakow, turning it into high- 
priced tourist accommodation. Poor tenants are forced 
out. Anarchists are doing their best through incredible 
community organizing efforts to stem the loss of af¬ 
fordable, decent, secure housing and protect the poor in 
major cities, but it’s a losing battle. 

In Poznan, I ate delicious vegan meals, in a charm¬ 
ing, well-organized, bright and comfortable anarchist 
vegan cafe, club, bookstore and cultural hub, now five 
years old, called ZEMSTA (REVENGE in English) 
on Fredy Street. 

The venue is a favorite of tourists, families, students, 
local office workers, and anarchists. It hosts film screen¬ 
ings, poetry readings, book launches, music events and 
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Poznan anarcho-syndicalists are active in 53 workplaces, from 
Amazon to Volkswagen, L'Oreal, and a brick factory. 


more. Its part of the Poznan Anarchist Federation and the 
Rozbrat Collective, Poland’s longest existing squat. It has 
widespread community support. 

ZEMSTA has been attacked by local nationalist goons 
more than ten times in its five years of operation. The perpe¬ 
trators are never detained. Earlier this year, the police disap¬ 
peared for 20 minutes after one large demonstration of na¬ 
tionalists, allowing them to break windows in ZEMSTA and 
try to burn it down. 

This became a scandal, and anarchists and Poznan resident 
supporters organized a big demonstration to denounce the 
crime. The nationalists then attacked them, as did the police. 
ZEMSTA has survived these attacks and even expanded their 
premises. 

Anarchists took me to visit the famous, impressively 
well-organized Rozbrat squat in Poznan. On the overgrown 
grounds of a former industrial site sat more than a dozen one 
story buildings; living quarters, with a fully stocked, clean and 
orderly collective kitchen, a library and documentation centre, 
a workshop full of tools; a fully equipped gymnasium where 
the residents train to defend themselves from fascist goon at¬ 
tacks. 

There is a huge performance space for live shows. Scattered 
everywhere on the grounds were sculptures and other works of 
art and food gardens. The entire compound was surrounded 
by a high brick wall topped off with shards of glass. 

P oznan anarcho-syndicalists spoke of their efforts to orga¬ 
nize the few thousand workers in the massive local Ama¬ 
zon warehouse. They’re fighting for better working conditions 
and wages as part of their OZZ Workers’Initiative ( Ogolnop- 
olski Zwiazek Zawodowy Inicjatywa Pracownicza ), and col¬ 
laborate on actions with their German and French Amazon 
warehouse comrades. 

To date, they are active in 53 workplaces, from Amazon 
to Volkswagen, L’Oreal, and a brick factory. It is a large and 
growing initiative, especially in the public sector. They chal¬ 
lenge company unions like the moribund Solidarity that col¬ 
laborates with the current Polish government. 

In larger cities like Warsaw and Poznan, there are racist and 
fascist graffiti and posters everywhere: “Keep Poland white!” 
“Immigrants stay out!” “White power! White honor! White 
pride!” “Clean Blood!” Stickers at the entrance to one pub in 
Poznan read, “Entrance for whites only.” 

Other graffiti attacks anti-fascists and calls for physically 
assaulting them. Poland is governed by a xenophobic, intoler¬ 
ant, ultra-nationalist and populist right wing party, Law and 
Justice (PiS), dedicated to “keeping Poland for Poles,” refusing 
refugees, and preventing ‘Islamization.” 


Like its political counterparts elsewhere, it serves to le¬ 
gitimize and encourage the far right, still only a minority in 
Poland, but growing. All of this in a country where countless 
commemorative, bronze plaques are visible in parks, on apart¬ 
ment building walls, on the sides of churches, inside churches, 
on the remnants of a brick wall, on statues reading: 

’’Here, in 1940, the Nazis executed 20 workers,” “Here, in 
1941, the Nazis gunned down 100 neighbourhood residents;” 
“Here, in 1939, the Nazis killed 10 priests;” “Here, in 1942, 
the Nazis burned down a synagogue killing 200 worshipers.” 
The reminders are in plain sight, but who, apart from the odd 
tourist, pays attention? 

My relatives pulled out photo albums pointing to our fam¬ 
ily members and friends, ordinary Poles, butchered by Nazis 
during the war. This one was a union organizer. This one a 
nun. This one, a farmer. 

I asked myself, what do all the Poles whose family mem¬ 
bers also died in WWII (20 percent of the entire population 
perished, the highest in Europe), what do they think of the 
direction Poland is heading today? Are they prepared to fight 
fascists and Nazis again? Will they help the trade unionists, 
the feminists, the environmentalists, the GLBTQ_activists, the 
anarchists, and all the others who oppose the newest manifes¬ 
tations of bigotry, fascism, white power, hatred and violence? 

W hat was reported in the media as an ominous, 60,000 
strong nationalist, neo-fascist, white supremacist march 
through Warsaw on November 11 was not exactly that, Polish 
anarchist comrades pointed out. 

“It wasn’t 60,000 nationalists,” they told me. “It was orga¬ 
nized by the nationalists to manipulate Polish citizens, using 
patriotism to lure them in. But when the banners appeared 
in the march proclaiming ‘All Poland, White Only,’ a huge 
scandal broke out. WWII veterans stated publically that they 
wanted nothing to do with this narrative.” 

My Polish anarchist friends from the Rozbrat squat point¬ 
ed out in a press release that even though Polish mainstream 
media are quick to equate neo-fascists marching in the streets 
with anarchist anti-fascist actions, they deny facts. 

“The nationalists, the neo-fascists espousing their racist, 
chauvinistic and xenophobic beliefs share similar views with 
those who committed the greatest crimes of the last century,” 
they wrote. “We can’t stand by passively and allow them to 
grow, to attract and manipulate more frustrated, hateful peo¬ 
ple.” 

In Poznan demonstrations, my friends continued, anar¬ 
chists make it clear that there is no place for fascism, hatred 
and prejudice due to colour, religion, sex or sexual orientation: 
“Anarchism is very different from nationalism. We anar- 


Fifth Esttate 29 Spring 2018 



chists fight against the exclusion of minorities, against evictions, against vio¬ 
lence against migrants and women, repression and deportations. We fight for 
the possibility of crossing borders, for higher wages, better working conditions 
and self-organization of workers across borders.” 

The Poznan anarchists I met, like their historical predecessors, are orga¬ 
nized and active in diverse communities and constantly networking. They’re 
dedicated in their struggle to challenge nationalists, fascists, the State, the 
church and the new rich, in the streets, online and where people live and work. 

To counter this, anarchists are trying to rebuild independent, self-governed 
structures based on trade unions, tenant associations and co-operatives.They’re 
focused on making a difference in the poor Poland of today. 

Norman Nawrocki is a Montreal cabaret artist, violinist, actor and educator. 
He has written a dozen books, several theatre musicals and cabarets and record¬ 
ed over 50 music albums, solo and with his diverse bands. He tours the world 
performing music, theatre, poetry, anti-sexist ‘sex' comedy shows, and giving 
'Creative Resistance' workshops about using the arts for radical social change. 
nothingness.org/music/rhythm 
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"Poznan not for developers; Rozbrat (squat) 
not for sale" 



Jordan Flaherty: No Heroes Needed 


% 

The Fifth Estate spoke with journalist and author, Jordan 
Flaherty, at Detroit’s Source Booksellers. His latest book, No 
More Heroes: Grassroots Challenges to the Savior Mentality , 
examines how often people of privilege makes things worse 
when they try to help oppressed or marginalized communi¬ 
ties. 

It is published by AK Press akpress.org.jordanflaherty.org. 

PETER WERBE 

Fifth Estate: Standard historical accounts fasten on great 
figures, usually men, as the animators of history—kings, presi¬ 
dents, generals. 

Jordan Flaherty: We’re taught the Great Man Theory of 
History; that Lincoln freed the slaves, that a combination of 
JFK, LBJ, and MLK was responsible for the gains of the civil 
rights movement. That’s very disempowering. It teaches us 
that if we’re not a Martin Luther King, we can’t make history. 

That’s plain wrong. The real way change happens is by 
movements of people rising up. Those closest to the problem 
are closest to the solution. 

FE: You write about white, heterosexual males interven¬ 
ing in popular struggles of marginalized peoples and taking 
charge. Is this a problem of some magnitude? 

JF: When we see a problem, we want to go help and that’s 
a good human instinct. The problem comes up when we go 


to help, especially those of us who have been brought up with 
privilege. 

We’re taught that because of our degrees or experiences 
that we know more than the people who are in the situation 
that we’re seeking to help. The words of the Zapatistas are 
something I try to follow: “Walking, we ask questions.” 

When people take action, they should listen to those they 
are trying to help and be ready to completely change course 
based on feedback from community people. 

FE: Every movement honors and glorifies its prominent 
figures, even among anarchists from Emma Goldman to the 
1930s Spanish anarchist militia leader, Buenaventura Durriti. 

JF: The idea isn’t to have a leaderless movement, but a 
movement full of leaders. How are you lifting up other people 
to fill leadership roles? If we look at Black Lives Matter today, 
there are leaders who we know of, but it’s a movement full of 
many leaders. It’s not one charismatic voice. This is a con¬ 
scious choice to have learned the lessons of the past. When 
you think of the Standing Rock resistance, there isn’t a single 
leader whose name comes to mind. 

FE: There’s a distinction between leaders and leadership. 

JF: Yes. Anarchists say they aren’t against leadership, but 
oppose hierarchal models. That’s a really smart critique that 
anarchism has brought into revolutionary thought. 
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Members of a Spanish anarchist militia . 


The Abraham Lincoln Brigade in the Spanish Civil War 

Between myth and reality 

The International Brigades came to Spain to fight fascism, 
but helped crush the anarchist social revolution 

Sl< 

I n recent years, many leftists and even anarchists glowingly cite the communist- 
organized International Brigades (IB) that went to Spain to fight fascism dur¬ 
ing the late 1930s as an example relevant to many of today’s struggles. 

Men and women came from around the world to join forces with the army of 
the liberal Republican Spanish government in its civil war against a military-fascist 
rebellion that began in July 1936 led by Gen. Francisco Franco, who was aided 
by Hitler and Mussolini’s governments. The authoritarian right was finally trium¬ 
phant in 1939. 

Anarchist author and activist, David Graeber, often mentions the Brigades as 
a model of social solidarity when urging support for the current struggle for the 
autonomous region of Rojava in the Kurdish sector of Syria. 

Singer/songwriter David Rovics dedicates a moving song to the memory of the 
3,000 volunteers of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, in his “The Last Lincoln Vet¬ 
eran,” which nostalgically recalls left anti-fascist solidarity, “When we all stood side 
by side.” 

In response to the rise of far right and openly white supremacist and Nazi groups 
in recent years, direct anti-fascist opposition has mobilized, and the exploits of the 
IBs, particularly the U.S.-based Abraham Lincoln Brigade (ALB) are frequently 
described as early opponents of fascism, heroic, to be admired for fighting “the good 
fight,” even if they ultimately did not win. 

But, there are important elements of this history that are often left out, making 
it very difficult to draw useful lessons from the tale. 

During the first half of 1936 in Spain, there was an upsurge of massive, self- 
organized collectivization of factories and fields and the storming of prisons to free 
political prisoners even before the anarchist militias defeated the fascist rebellion 
in more than half the country at the end of July. By the time the rebellious military 
began the Civil War, there was also a social revolution occurring in the anarchist 
dominated sections of Spain. 


Immediately after the initial repelling 
of Franco’s forces, mostly notably in Bar¬ 
celona on July 18, the anarcho-syndicalist 
CNT rapidly organized popular militias 
dedicated to egalitarian self-management. 

As part of their resistance to the au¬ 
thoritarianism of the traditional military, 
they elected officers who were delegates 
recallable if they lost the confidence of the 
ranks. Plans and policies were also agreed 
upon by all, in each unit, through open 
discussion. 

By contrast, the International Brigades 
were only organized by the Soviet Union’s 
Communist International (Comintern) 
in September of 1936. Brigade volunteers 
did not arrive in Spain until that winter 
and the Lincolns only arrived and joined 
the battle in February 1937. 

The organizational structure of the 
International Brigades, dominated by the 
Comintern, was modeled on the Soviet 
military, with explicitly hierarchical, au¬ 
thoritarian ranks. Promotions were made 
from above, and with political loyalties in 
mind. Only Communist Party members 
were trusted in the highest positions. 

There were political commissars in 
each battalion to manage the fighters’ 
political education and to carry on cam¬ 
paigns against anarchists and Trotskyists, 
coinciding with the murderous Stalinist 
campaigns against all suspected dissidents 
in the Soviet Union and throughout the 
world. 

Many IB volunteers expressing politi¬ 
cal opinions differing from those of the 
Communist functionaries managing the 
brigades (including the Lincolns) were 
given extremely dangerous assignments, 
imprisoned and even executed. 

After May 1937, when Communists 
gained control of Spain’s central gov¬ 
ernment, IB units, including those from 
North America, were also used to help 
repress anarchists and non-Stalinist 
Marxist groups and individuals, as well as 
crushing the rural and urban collectives 
created in 1936. This essentially ended 
the social formations that defined the 
Spanish Revolution, hence, doing duty 
the fascists had intended. 

In April 1939, Stalin decided to aban¬ 
don the anti-fascist fight and sign a non- 
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The Abraham Lincoln Brigade was founded 
and maintained by loyal Communist Party 
members, faithful to the Stalinist line and 
hostile to anarchists 

aggression pact with Nazi Germany. Anti-fascist coalitions 
were terminated until the German military invaded the Soviet 
Union in June 1941. After that, the U.S.S.R. joined the Allied 
powers in the war. 

The current U.S.-based organization representing the of¬ 
ficial history of the veterans of the ALB, the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade Archives (ALBA), and its earlier incarnation, the Vol¬ 
unteers of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, were founded and 
maintained by loyal Communist Party members, faithful to the 
Stalinist line and hostile to anarchists and non-Stalinist Marx¬ 
ists (generally labeled Trotskyists by them). 

But since the collapse of the Soviet Union, the ALBA has 
endeavored to reach out to non-communists involved in an¬ 
ti-fascist activities. It has worked hard to present a strongly 
positive view of the role of the North American volunteers in 
the Spanish conflict which included the Canadian Macken- 
zie-Papineau Battalion. It sponsors a variety of cultural and 
educational activities designed to celebrate the veterans and 
the Brigade. 

The organization has also softened its Stalinism and has 
even published an article sympathetic to anarchists in its offi¬ 
cial magazine, The Volunteer, for September 2017—"Forgotten 
Fighters: American Anarchist Volunteers in the Spanish Civil 
War” by Kenyon Zimmer—which deals with the anarchist role 
in the fight against Francos forces and for the social revolution. 
The September issue also has a review, “No Pasaran’by George 
Esenwein, discussing a book which presents a variety of per¬ 
spectives, some critical of the Stalinist role in Spain. Neither 
of these articles would have been permitted a few decades ago. 

If groups like the ALBA are now willing to publish articles 
and sponsor speakers sympathetic to the anarchist role in the 
Spanish events of the 1930s, why should we care about the 
quarrels of the past? Why do they matter since there is no lon¬ 
ger a Soviet Union or Communist parties? 

Part of the answer is that it is as important to confront the 
history of repression from the left as well as from the right. As 
long as problems of hierarchy and domination are glossed over 
or ignored rather than being directly and fully confronted, as 
long as people continue to accept systems of inequality and 
subjugation as temporary lesser evils, any group can develop 
along a path similar to that trod by the communists of the past. 

Anti-fascist coalitions between anarchists and authoritar¬ 
ians should be engaged in with great care. Such coalitions have 
proven to be inherently unstable and temporary as a result of 
the different means and goals of each group, not withstanding 
the good intentions of individual participants. 

SK is a grandchild of the Ukrainian and Siberian popular resis¬ 
tance. 


New Distro Points for the Fifth Estate 

There are many retail outlets which sell the Fifth 
Estate, but it is the indy projects and infoshops that 
are dearest to our hearts. Here's a couple of new 
ones. Visit them; support them. 

The Big Idea Cooperative Bookstore 

Big Idea is one of the few independent bookstores 
in the Pittsburgh area. They do readings/signings, 
potlucks, prisoner letter writing events, reading 
groups, film screenings, fundraiser brunches for ar¬ 
rested anti-fascists, and anything related to anar¬ 
chism. 

4812 Liberty Ave., Pittsburgh, Penn. 15224 

thebigideapgh.wordpress.com/ 

Blackbird 

Blackbird is a community space in Chico, Calif, 
(occupied Mechoopda territory). It distributes radi¬ 
cal, alternative, and anarchist books and art, and 
provides a space for organizing, workshops, perfor¬ 
mance, dreaming and scheming. Blackbird features 
a bookstore, infoshop, and gallery that sell publica¬ 
tions, hand-made zines, goods and artwork, as well as 
a cafe. 

1431 Park Ave, Chico CA 95928 

facebook.com/blackbirdchico/ 

Black Rose Book Distro 

An informal, non-profit, anti-authoritarian, popup- 
style wholesale bookseller and free zine distro with 
three locations in Saint Louis. Our mission is to make 
radical books on a wide range of anti-authoritarian, 
anti-capitalist, LGBTOIA, anti-racist, feminist, environ- 
mentalism/eco-struggles, anti-colonial and anti-im¬ 
perialism topics more accessible and widely available 
in the greater StL-area, as affordably for our readers 
and sustainably as possible for our collective. 

Our flagship booksales location is in the back of 
FOAM Coffee b Beer at 3359 S. Jefferson Ave. We are 
also at MoKaBe's Coffeehouse, 3606 Arsenal St., and 
an all-free stuff location at Plow Restaurant, 5465 
Gravois Ave in south Saint Louis. 

Free safe sex supplies, zines, community resources 
and fliers with info about upcoming radical events 
can be found at all three locations. 

In our first two years as a collective, Black Rose 
Book Distro has survived multiple alt-right vandalism 
attacks and continues to stand in solidarity with local, 
regional, international, and global struggles. 

Contact: BlackRoseBookDistro@RiseUp.net. Face- 
book @BlackRoseBooksStL 


Fifth Esttate 32 Spring 2018 






Clinton Greater Danger to Peace 

Why Was Trump 
Putin’s Favorite? 

PETER WERBE 

I t's hard not to be distracted by the 
right wing Shit Show presently play¬ 
ing in the White House with its daily 
exposures of corruption, racism, xeno¬ 
phobia, and discrimination. 

The most glittering of all the baubles 
dangled for our horror and enjoyment 
is Russian interference in the 2016 
election and the collusion of the Trump 
campaign with President Vladimir Putin's 
operatives. The accuracy of this charge 
is strengthened almost daily and denied 
only by the Trump camp, Fox News, and 
a surprising number of leftists and news 
sites like CounterPunch. 

However, the question is almost never 
asked is, why did Putin consider it such a 
high priority that Donald Trump, a sleazy 
and stupid real estate investor, become 
president over a sophisticated, policy- 
wise, seasoned politician like Hillary 
Clinton? 

It's difficult to imagine that a U.S. 
president who seems worse than George 
Bush and Ronald Reagan combined, 
could have a better position on the criti¬ 
cal issue of peace than Barack Obama 
and Hillary Clinton, but Trump trumps 
both of them when it comes to Russia. 

Before recently capitulating to the 
U.S. intelligence services' view of Russia 
as a hegemonic rival, Trump proposed 
what the old Khrushchev-era Soviet 
Union called "peaceful coexistence" 
between the two countries. The liberal 
champions, Clinton (who voted for the 

Continued on Page 46 



We don’t forget 

A year of healing & resistance for Seattle shooting victim & 
community 

J anuary 20,2017, the day Trump officially became President of the United States, 
was filled with many acts of defiance as well as foreboding. 

This day had an additional sinister meaning for anarchists in Seattle. In the 
name of the liberal concept of free speech, and ignoring months of warnings and 
protests by students, workers, and faculty, the University of Washington’s admin¬ 
istration permitted an appearance by the vicious arch troll and bigot, Milo Yian- 
nopoulos. Previous appearances elsewhere clearly indicated that the worst was to be 
expected from him and his supporters. 

As reported in our Summer 2017 issue (“An Anarchist is Shot in Seattle”), Hex, 
an IWW organizer, anti-fascist and anarchist, was shot by a Milo supporter. Se¬ 
verely wounded, he was put in intensive care and nearly died. 

Elizabeth and Mark Hokoana, the right-wing shooter and her accomplice, are 
charged with first degree assault and third degree assault respectively. No trial date 
has been set yet. 

Though left with permanent injuries and traumatized, Hex has remained part 
of anarchist and anti-fascist struggles in Seattle. Friends and comrades have ral¬ 
lied in support, while contending with their own shock and injuries related to the 
inauguration day events. 

To mark a year of healing and resistance, the Seattle IWW’s General Defense 
Committee organized an event at the scene of Hex’s shooting. Titled, “We Don’t 
Forget—Rally and Noise Demo in Remembrance and Solidarity,” it took place on 
the UW campus, Saturday, January 20. 

A large multicultural and multi-generational crowd formed, fortified by hot cof¬ 
fee and bagels. Copies of the Fifth Estate were shared, too. A sound system cranked 
out inspired music; many danced. Spoken prose and poetry reminded all present— 
including a throng of university and city cops—of our sadness and anger, and our 
determination to continue in the struggle. 

To conclude, a march wound around the campus and into nearby streets. Ac¬ 
companied by large banners, highly-amplified protest music, chants of “We Don’t 
Forget,” and large quantities of multi-colored smoke, it was joined by many pedes¬ 
trians. 

There is a recent interview with Hex on Crimethlnc’s The Ex-Worker podcast 
at crimethinc.com/podcast/62/transcript 







Always time for a selfie. In the streets on 320. —photo: It's Going Down 

Despite Court Defeat, Government Plans to 
Continue Trials for Fifty-nine J20 Defendants 


ANONYMOUS &FE STAFF 

F ederal prosecutors announced in 
January the dismissal of charges 
against 129 J20 defendants for ac¬ 
tions against the Trump inauguration in 
Washington DC on January 20, 2017. 

Fifty-nine people are still facing 
seven felony charges each, punishable 
by over 60 years in prison. While the 
government alleges that these people 
damaged property, planned the protests, 
or had knowledge of the black bloc 
tactic, the case has always been about 
political repression and expanding the 
state's ability to stifle resistance. 

The dismissals follow the acquittal of 
the first six defendants in December of 
all charges, including felony destruction 
of property, felony riot, and conspiring to 
riot, stemming from the anti-fascist, anti- 
capitalist protests. 

The December acquittals came after a 
nearly four-week jury trial in Washington. 

T he group of six on trial included two 
people operating as street medics 
and an independent journalist and were 
typical of the people trapped at the in¬ 
tersection of L and 12 streets in DC after 
the march was attacked by police. 

Prosecutors argued that the six were 
among the J20 protesters who smashed 
windows causing $100,000 in damages 
although they presented no direct evi¬ 


dence against them. 

Along with the acquittals, much was 
revealed about the state's response to the 
Inaugural anti-capitalist protest. According 
to testimony, planning meetings before 
the protest were infiltrated by Washington 
Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) 
undercover agents. 

W hile officers admitted they did not 
uncover evidence of planning for 
violence or destruction, the cops nonethe¬ 
less pursued an aggressive plan in dealing 
with the march. Testimony showed that 
the police commander in charge of crowd 
control was preoccupied with the actions 
of “anarchists" and went to great lengths 
to distinguish between them and "protest¬ 
ers." 

Instead of following their usual crowd 
control procedures, within a few minutes 
of the march leaving its starting point, po¬ 
lice declared it a “riot" and began herding 
the crowd into a trap, eventually kettling 
the crowd and making indiscriminate ar¬ 
rests of those trapped inside. 

A considerable chunk of government 
evidence was drawn from far right sources. 
A secret recording of a J20 planning meet¬ 
ing came from the discredited Project 
Veritas, a fact that the prosecution tried 
to downplay in court. Other videos and 
evidence came from the far right wing 
Oath Keepers militia and alt-right person¬ 
ality Lauren Southern. This demonstrated 


the collusion between the 
government and far-right 
operatives, given that 
shortly after the arrests, 
the MPD leaked the names 
and addresses of those 
arrested to an alt-right 
website which facilitated a 
doxxing campaign against 
the defendants. It was also 
revealed that the lead de¬ 
tective in the case had regularly tweeted 
anti-activist sentiments, especially 
against Black Lives Matter protests. 

During the recent trial, the prosecu¬ 
tion charged that basic planning-for 
example, the creation of flyers or the ap¬ 
pearance of people on a podcast talking 
about the protests constituted a conspir¬ 
acy. Moreover, political slogans, signs, 
and other expressions, such as wearing 
the color black, were cited as examples 
of criminal activity and intent. 

Just as the anti-capitalist march was 
brutally attacked by police in the streets, 
the government is attacking dissent by 
leveraging the so-called justice system 
to break people's spirits. 

T he dropping of some prosecutions 
must be seen for what it is: a renewed 
effort to try to secure as many convic¬ 
tions as possible. The government is 
making a calculated choice to single out 
this group as they further their efforts 
to redefine basic political organizing as 
conspiracy and to set the terms of what 
is acceptable protest.. 

It is important that the broader radical 
milieu support the J20 defendants since 
any decisive prosecution victory will em¬ 
bolden the government to pursue similar 
repression against anyone who resists in 
the future. 

The remaining 59 J20 defendants 
need our support and solidarity. Funds 
are badly needed for defendant travel 
expenses to and from DC, housing during 
trials, and legal assistance. Donate at 
fundrazr.com/j20resistance. 

Updates at DefendJ20Resistance.org 

Anonymous was one of the defen¬ 
dants who had his charges dismissed. 
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Maybe The People Don't Want 
To Live and Let Live 

in memoriam, Arthur Lee (1945-2006) 

ANDRE NAFFIS-SAHELY 

Sun-drunk I roll 

along the streets of Los Angeles 

while the radio rewrites 

the world as I know it: the Sahara, 

it seems, is no longer a desert: 
it is a graveyard, while the Mediterranean 
they add, is no longer a sea - it too 
is now a graveyard... strung out, I stare 

at hummingbirds high on sugar 

and switch over to Love. I try to picture you, 

Arthur Lee, a jazz-talking child 

of redlined south central. You were a prince 

when vinyl was king, ditched the alleys of misery 
to rule the hipster clubs on the Strip. 

When the hippies spaced out, you tuned in, 
glimpsed the core of the candy-coated dream: 

church bombings, race riots, Vietnam- 

you sang of the rape of the American continent 

from the death of the Indian to the year of the Cadillac. 

You worked hard, fucked the band out of bread, 
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FIVE WAYS TO HELP THE FIFTH ESTATE 

1. Subscribe Subscribers are a publication's life 
blood. If you bought this at a news stand, consider sub¬ 
scribing and buying one for a friend or a library. 

2. Donate Postal and printing costs continue to rise 
making financial stability an increasing challenge to 
publications which refuse commercial advertising. 
Donations also allow us to continue sending free sub¬ 
scriptions to prisoners and GIs. 

3. Distribute the FE Sell or give away current or back 
issues. Get stores in your area to sell the magazine. Use 
them for tabling. Take them to events and demos. Bulk 
back issues are available for the cost of postage. Write 
us at fe@fifthestate.org for info. 

4. Hold a fundraiser for the FE A house party or an 
event not only provides revenue for the magazine, but 
gets people together that share similar ideas. 

5. Become an FE Sustainer Sustainers pledge 
a certain amount each issue or yearly above the 
subscription fee to assure our continuing publishing, 
and receive each issue by First Class mail. 



and hid in the hills, where you tripped far removed 
from the city's sirens to write your jingles: 

They're Locking them up today, they're throwing away the key, 
I wonder who it'll be tomorrow - you or me? 

You peaked at 22, recorded your last words 
onto acetate, then laid down to die; but death 
kept you waiting a little longer, just in case... 

You bore the classic curse of the genius: 

trippy before Floyd, funky before Funkadelic, 

and punk before those posers in London - 

Oop-ip-ip oop-ip-ip, yeah! Surrounded by darkness, 

you grew obsessed with re-birth: the album names said it 

all: 

Da Capo, False Start... Burnt out at thirty 
you released Vindicator, but that fell flat too. 

Doubling down, you shaved your head 

and sang even harder: I'm young and able, 

don't want to set the table. Nothing worked: 

you were too white for the blacks and too black 

for the whites. The 80s saw you staring into the mirror, 

playing the odd gig, nursing your mother.. .your second act 


Fame and flowers came late, as they always do, 
and the strings lulled you to sleep on a high. 

Alla God's Chilluns Gotta Have Dere Freedom 

The radio buzzes. The West slowly raises its drawbridge. 

Andre Naffis-Sahely is from Abu Dhabi. His nonfiction writing has 
appeared in The Nation , The Times Literary Supplement , The Paris Review 
Daily , and other publications. His first collection of poetry is The Promised 
Land: Poems from Itinerant Life (Penguin, 2017). 
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was cut short by the reforms of the 90s: three strikes 

and you're out! They gave you six years 

at Pleasant Valley Penitentiary, 

the kind of saccharine name you always hated... 


Fifth Esttate 


35 


Spring 2018 












Le Guin's Anarchism & 
Mine 

ANDREW WILLIAM SMITH 

T he idea of an "anarchist saint" might seem kind of silly 
at first, but that did not stop Autonomedia publishers 
from starting its annual jubilee calendars of radical 
saints, now in its 26th year. If anyone who has recently died 
qualifies for the status of anti-authoritarian saint, I would 
nominate the author, Ursula K. LeGuin, who is featured on 
the calendar with prominent and lesser known anarchists. 

After working on the Fifth Estate for more than 30 years, I 
collaborated on my last issue in 2010, the special literary is¬ 
sue that featured LeGuin on the cover. One of the questions 
we struggled with then and still face, concerns the paradox 
of living in capitalist and authoritarian society, but trying 
not to be of it. 

This journal has held fiercely to its anti-copyright ethos, 
a protest against the privatization of words and the cult of 
celebrity. However, featuring the LeGuin essay the editors 
chose for that issue, her publisher required us to include a 
copyright. As often happens in FE editorial decisions, this 
prompted significant debate. 

Mainstream obituaries of LeGuin do not focus on her 
anarchism. Yet, one of the most compelling anarcho-utopian 
visions ever written is her 1974 novel The Dispossessed. 

This text takes readers to another planet to envision the 
profound sacrifices and stunning possibilities of stateless 
living. 

This quote by the novel's protagonist Shevek captures a 
whiff of the wonder with which this particular science fic¬ 
tion articulates anarchist dreams. He says: 

"We have nothing but our freedom. We have nothing to 
give you but your own freedom. We have no law but the 
single principle of mutual aid between individuals. We have 
no government but the single principle of free association. 
We have no states, no nations, no presidents, no premiers, 
no chiefs, no generals, no bosses, no bankers, no landlords, 
no wages, no charity, no police, no soldiers, no wars. You 
cannot make the Revolution. You can only be the Revolu¬ 
tion. It is in your spirit, or it is nowhere." 

Today's science fiction is dominated by dystopias and 
rather thanutopias. Remembering LeGuin has prompted me 
to ponder why I tried to retire from anarchism eight years 
ago and why this miserable world prompts me to periodical¬ 
ly revisit anarchism for the audacious alternative it provides. 

Andrew William Smith (fka Sunfrog) joined the Fifth Estate in 
the late 1980s in Detroit's Cass Corridor. He published the Fifth 
Estate from 2002-10 in rural Tennessee where he is currently a 
teacher and poet. 



—Ursula K. Le Guin talking about 
writing The Dispossessed 


“l was reading (liopias. There was a 
utopia for every political thine you could 
think of, but not tor anarchism, lsn t that 

odd? Vk t..in 


Illustration from cover of The Dispossessed 


Le Guin’s vocie for anarchism, feminism, S 

gender Continued from Page 9 


Gethen/Winter, a world in which all the people are androgynes, 
capable of developing into either sex during the peak of their 
sexual cycle, a period known as Kemmer. 

Gethen is a world without gender or socio-sexual roles, but 
it does hold to a strict code of social and political conduct-shif- 
grethor-to which all members of society are beholden. To this 
world comes Genly Ai, an emissary from the Ekumen, an alli¬ 
ance of human worlds who has come to Gethen to convince the 
world to join the Ekumen. Genly must confront not only his 
own gender biases, but navigate the complex code of shifgrethor, 
and the numerous layers of political intrigue that surround him. 
The novel was a masterpiece, and won both of science fiction's 
top awards for 1970, the Hugo and the Nebula awards. 

In the 1970s, Le Guin continued to publish at a furious pace, 
with a new novel nearly every year. She wrote two sequels to A 
Wizard of Earthsea, The Tombs ofAtuan (Atheneum) in 1970 and 
The Farthest Shore (Atheneum) in 1972, creating one of the most 
celebrated and widely read fantasy trilogies since Tolkien’s Lord 
of the Rings. >>>> 
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The Dispossessed remains one of the most influe 
modern utopian novels written. 


The year between the two Earthsea sequels, Le Guin pub¬ 
lished The Lathe of Heaven, an alternate-reality story neatly 
meshed with elements of Taoist philosophy. 

In the middle of writing these three novels, the idea for a 
new story began germinating that tied into Le Guins reading 
of all the pacifist-anarchist literature available in English at 
the time. This idea developed into perhaps her most well- 
known novel, The Dispossessed, the story of a brilliant scientist 
at odds with his utopian anarchist society. The novel is one 
of the best, if not the best, fictional realization of an anarchist 
society as it might be practiced, and remains one of the most 
influential modern utopian novels written. 

The Dispossessed was awarded both the Hugo and Nebula 
awards for its year, making Le Guin the first author to win 
both awards twice for novels. Le Guin published several more 
novels and stories before decades end, and her first book of 
essays, The Language of the Night (Putnam) in 1979. 

Since the 1970s, Le Guin continued to put out a constant 


stream of new material, from novels to poetry, translations, 
and books for children. In 1983, Harper published The Eye of 
the Heron, a novel about a society of pacifists inspired by the 
life and writings of Gandhi. Always Coming Home, an experi¬ 
mental work mixing elements of narrative, anthropological 
study, poetry, songs, and art, to depict the culture and lifestyle 
of Kesh, a people living in the Pacific Northwest in a far dis¬ 
tant future, followed. 

In 1989, she published her second book of essays and criti¬ 
cism, Dancing at the Edge of the World (Grove), which includ¬ 
ed the essay, “A Non-Euclidean View of California as a Cold 
Place to Be,” reprinted in the Fifth Estate issue paying tribute 
to her writing. 

[New writing continued as did honors recognizing her 
work through 2017.] 

For more about Le Guins life and work, visit her website: 
ur sulakleguin. com. 




2018 Montreal Anarchist 
Theatre Festival 

Thel3th annual Montreal International 
Anarchist Theatre Festival (MIATF), May 
22-24 will present an eclectic program of 
international acts. The only such event in 
the world, it will feature theatre written by 
anarchists, about anarchists, or plays that 
reflect anarchist values. They challenge 
authority, racism, the Patriarchy, capital¬ 
ism, treat some form of social injustice, 


Hong Kong Book Fair 

Continued from Page 21 

The fair's organizers considered 
potential problems. They worried about 
what to do if Taiwanese participants 
were barred from entry to Hong Kong, 
if the fair venue was refused usage at 
the last minute, and how to handle the 
possible appearance of paid thugs in 
the guise of counter-demonstrators, all 


and they may offer anarchist alternatives. 
Some troupes are professional; others 
amateur. Some present in English; others 
in French. 

This year acts are coming from Italy, 
France and the US. 

This year the MIATF hosts a combina¬ 
tion conference on anarchist theatre and a 
closing party with live music at the city’s 
Casa del Popolo. 

Info at anarchistetheatrefestival.com/ 
en/news 

The MIATF is part of Montreal’s an¬ 
nual Festival of Anarchy held each May. 

It starts with an anti-capitalist May Day 
demonstration, and includes anarchist film 
nights, discussions, book launches, the 
Montreal Anarchist Bookfair and the the¬ 
atre festival. Info at AnarchistBookFair.ca. 


of which had happened at past events. 
They also knew that bookshop owners in 
Hong Kong who carried material critical 
of the Chinese government have been 
abducted across the border into main¬ 
land China. 

Lenny says, “We spoke of 'what-ifs.'" 
Despite the real possibilities of such 
problems, things went smoothly, without 
major disruptions. 

Anarchists in Hong Kong are moving 
ahead with plans for a second anarchist 
book fair in November 2018. A monthly 
anarchist film showing will serve as a 
meeting place where ideas for the event 
can be worked on. A book describing the 
sharing sessions of this year's event will 
be published in time for the 2018 fair, 
along with a video documentary made 
this year. 

The book fair organizers give special 
appreciation to Marianne Enckell of the 
CIRA anarchist archive in Switzerland, J J. 
Gandini in France, and Ahkok in London, 
for providing exhibition materials for the 
event and helping with announcements 
and invitations. 

For more on Hong Kong anarchism, see 
our 2009 article, “Hong Kong Where 
Anarchists &■ Blackbirds Sing About 
Freedom" by Norman Nawrocki. Put 
Hong Kong in our Subject search box at 
FifthEstate.org. 
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Anarchy on the printed page: A long tradition 


Newspapers and magazines have 
been a part of the anarchist movement 
since its inception. 

They contain daily agitation for on¬ 
going struggles and are excellent sources 
of the history of a movement that is usu¬ 
ally ignored by other left tendencies and 
historians alike. 

They keep the flame of anarchy alive 
and depend on readers for their solidar¬ 
ity and mutual aid. Take a look at the 
sampling we have here and consider or¬ 
dering them to assure their survival. 

Some are magazines with staffs, oth¬ 
ers are the efforts of a single person. All 
deserve our support. 


Slingshot Autumn 2017 
This tabloid looks like 
it could be in an archive 
for the underground 
press of the 1960s. Its 
layout is done by hand; 
no computer design pro¬ 
gram used. Hand drawn 
headlines and graphics, 
psychedelic split ink fountain coloring, 
pasted down text columns, etc. And, one 
of my favorites. 

A community-based and staffed paper 
which melds the personal and political in 
their coverage of the events and issues 
of the day—climate, race, addiction, 
antifa, community gardens, plus zine and 
movie reviews. 

They invite submissions and want 
volunteer staff. 

PO Box 3051, Berkeley CA 94703 

slingshotcollective.org 

—Peter Werbe 

Oystercatcher #14 

An anarcho-surrealist magazine co¬ 
edited by frequent Fifth Estate contribu¬ 
tor, Ron Sakolsky. 

This issue tells the story of the Comox 
Potato War, and nudity against colonial¬ 
ism. Also, an essay and letter exchange 
on the recuperation/misrepresentation 


of the word surreal by Merriam-Webster 
naming it their Word of the Year. 

An essay with some spectacular and 
grotesque descriptions of the pestilence 
of the U.S. presidency, another on the 
anarchistic potentialities of water with 
some unanswered questions about our 
current doomed ecological situation, and 
an excerpt from Eberhardt Press' new 
book, The Tramp Printers. Some full page 
surrealist art completes the journal into a 
marvelous project. 

$5 or zine exchange 

Ron Sakolsky 

A-4062 Wren Road, Denman Island, 
British Columbia, Canada VORlTO 

—Lena Kafka 

Industrial Worker Summer 2017 #1780 

That's right, this is the 1780 th issue of 
the Industrial Work¬ 
ers of the World's 
official publication. 

Once a homely 
tabloid, it's now a 
slick magazine on 
glossy paper. 

These radical 
unionists have been 
organizing around 
anarcho-syndicalism since their founding 
in 1905 and continue today. 

Their impact was substantially 
reduced following their suppression dur¬ 
ing WWI, but are experiencing a recent 
upsurge, organizing locals in a variety of 
industries including among sex workers. 

This issue marks the 100 th anniver¬ 
sary of the Bisbee, Arizona Deportation 
where 1,200 striking mine workers were 
rounded up at gunpoint by deputies and 
vigilantes, herded into box cars, and 
dumped in the desert. 

An article on the IWW political culture 
looked inviting, but reads like its original 
Spanish was put through a Google trans¬ 
lator program. Lots of union news and 
reviews. 

PO Box 180195, Chicago, IL 60618 

Subscriptions b membership: iww.org. 

—PW 


Earth First! Journal 
Mabon/Fall 2017 

This issue opens with how Hurricane 
Irma delayed their publishing. But they 
got it out and it is 
filled with reports 
on solidarity ac¬ 
tions, and why we 
need to continue 
the fight to defend 
Mother Earth. 

International 
updates from the 
Mattole Forest, 
Williamette forest, 
Biatowieza forest, Camp White Pine, Flint, 
Michigan, and what readers and fellow 
eco-warriors can do to aid these strug¬ 
gles. More revisions on the Field Guide to 
Monkeywrenching; my favorite section. 
Reportbacks from the EF! Roadshow and 
Rendezvous, updates on prisoner sup¬ 
port, and a list of actions in the eco-war 
round out another solid issue from EF! 

PO Box 964 

Lake Worth, FL 33460 

earthfirstjournal.org/ 

—LK 

Anarcho-Syndicalist Review 
Summer 2017 #70 $5 

ASR can seem rooted in the past 

with its emphasis 
on the history of 
radical unions of 
bygone eras, but Jon 
Bekken's article on 
"Anarcho-sSyndical- 
ism Today" brings it 
into the present. 

Plus, learning our 
past when anar¬ 
chism was centered 
in unions like the IWW and Spain's CNT 
is important for our understanding of 
today. 

This issue shares Fifth Estate writers 
such as Dan Georgakas who writes a 
piece of historical fiction, and Jeff Shantz 
describes the "Homegrown Roots of 

—Continued on Page 44 
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Anti-Fascism 101 


Antifa: The Anti-Fascist Handbook 
Mark Bray 

Melville House Books 2017 

CODY CONSTRUCTOR 



Antifa Author 
Mark Bray Meets 
the Professors 



PAUL WALKER 


It's hard to shake the feeling that we haven't all wandered into a 
particularly demented time warp in the last year or so since that Nazi- 
sympathizer, Donald Trump, bumbled and ranted his way into the White 
House. 

In the days after the orange one's election, hate crimes surged 
and, the word fascism became one of the most searched on the online 
Merriam-Webster Dictionary. It's abundantly clear that the sinister 
band of Klansmen, neo-Nazis and alt-right hipsters that descended on 
Charlottesville, Virginia this past summer for a Unite The Right rally that 
left one anti-fascist woman murdered and 35 others injured, certainly 
seem to think they're having a moment right now. And, it certainly seems 
like we've reached a point where it might be a good idea to treat the rise 
of fascism as a serious threat in the United States. 

The problem is many people don't really have a good grasp on what 
exactly fascism is, while others seem to see today's khaki-clad. Tiki- 
torch-wielding, white nationalists as no more than a diversion. Not 
surprisingly, many liberal commentators are willing to brand anti-fascists 
as the bad guys, instead of, you know, the actual Nazis. 

The timing couldn't be better for a helpful guide to aid movement 
activists and others understand what's going on. I'm happy to say 
that Mark Bray's new book does just that, mixing scholarship with a 
pragmatic dedication to stamping out fascists by learning from the 
lessons of the past. 

Antifa is actually several books in one: a primer on key concepts, a 
pre- and post-WWII history of the antifascist movement, an analysis of 
historical lessons for antifas, and a pointed discussion of some of the 
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About 100 people filled a small 
auditorium at Detroit's Wayne State 
University, October 17, to hear a talk by 
Mark Bray, a Dartmouth College lecturer 
on human rights and author of Antifa: 

The Anti-Fascist Handbook. 

Bray's lecture followed the lines 
of his book, that fascism was and is 
an authentic threat which should be 
confronted by means appropriate to the 
dangers it poses. Tactically, he advocates 
alliances between anarchists, a tradition 
with which Bray identifies, and sectors 
of the left, without consideration of their 
authoritarian nature. 

The event was an odd venue 
for an anarchist. It was organized 
by the Stalinist apologist Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade Association (ALBA) 
and its Spanish Civil War Scholarship 
Committee at the university. The 
ALBA never uses the term Revolution 
to describe the sweeping changes in 
Spain that occurred during the 1936-9 
events since the Brigade veterans they 
celebrate were part of the process 













of destroying what the anarcho- 
syndicalist CNT implemented during 
those years. 

The U.S.-based Brigade consisted of 
men who went to Spain to fight fascism, 
mostly under the auspices of the 
Communist Party. Anarchists were urged 
by their Spanish counterparts to stay 
home and organize against a blockade of 
arms imposed by the U.S. which left their 
militias outgunned by the fascists who 
received support from Nazi Germany and 
fascist Italy and Portugal. 

Bray's lecture was an interesting 
historical account of anti-fascism 
from the 1920s to today's antifa 
confrontations with neo-Nazis and the 
a It-right. 

Addressing the question of employing 
violence against fascists to give them 



Anarchist F. A. I. poster, Spain 1936 


no safe space to gather, Bray posed the 
debate in these terms, "When would 
it have been OK to have used violence 
against the German Nazi party; 1924? 
1928? 1932? How about 1936; would it 
have been OK then?" 

As occurs in academic settings, the 
ALBA had two "discussants" reply to Bray 
although it quickly turned into a fiery 
debate about free speech and violence. 
Two ALBA supporters from the university, 


key conversations 
people are having 
right now about 
the antifa today. 

As a political 
philosophy, fascism 
is a rather elusive 
concept to try and nail down, partly because it is irrational and self¬ 
contradictory and also because it's taken so many different forms since 
its emergence in the early 20th Century. 

For the purposes of his book, Bray relies on historian Robert 
Paxton's definition of fascism as "a form of political behavior marked 
by obsessive preoccupation with community decline, humiliation, or 
victimhood and by compensatory cults of unity, energy and purity, in 
which a mass-based party of committed nationalist militants, working 
in uneasy but effective collaboration with traditional elites, abandons 
democratic liberties and pursues with redemptive violence and without 
ethical or legal restraints goals of internal cleansing and external 
expansion." 

Bray prefers to focus on militant anti-fascism, which lies at "the 
intersection of Pan-socialist and direct action strategy," as opposed to 
a history of anti-racist or anti-fascist legislation. He takes a big picture 
approach to the fight at hand, situating the battle against fascism 
as one facet of the broader struggle against white supremacy and 
authoritarianism. 

The first section of the book traces the emergence and early years of 
fascism, describing the birth of Mussolini's Blackshirts in Italy following 
WWI, Hitler's National Socialist movement and related developments. 
These are contrasted with the various anti-fascist movements of the time, 
including the Italian Arditi del Popolo, a force of roughly 20,000 people 
dedicated to defending Italian cities and towns against Mussolini's 
violent attacks on leftists and unionists. 

One particularly excellent section discusses the "Battle of Cable 
Street," where residents of London's Jewish East End neighborhood 
physically blocked a planned march by Oswald Mosley's British Union 
of Fascists, despite efforts by the Communist Party of Great Britain 
to redirect demonstrators to a rally for the Spanish Republic. I would 
have liked to have read more about Jewish organizing against fascist 
sympathizers in the U.S. during the 1930s and '40s, but unfortunately 
that's not a topic the author focuses on. 

Where the book really shines, however, is looking at anti-fascist 
organizing following WWII. Bray remarks that Antifa is the most 
comprehensive book out there on transnational antifascism in this period. 
Highlights of this include sections on: the 43 group, a militant anti-fascist 
organization that disrupted and even infiltrated British fascists groups in 
the postwar period; militant resistance to Golden Dawn's recent rise in 
Greece; tactics to disrupt neo-Nazi skinhead organizing; and responding 
to fascist electoral campaigns like LePen's National Front in France in 
2002. 

Much of the writing draws on a series of one-on-one interviews Bray 
conducted with a variety of anti-fascist organizers, mainly from the U.S. 
and Europe. This gives these veteran antifas a chance to reflect on lessons 
learned in a way that is applicable to the pressing needs of today. 

Later in the book, Bray goes on the offensive, derailing liberal media 
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attacks on antifa, specifically that the smear that the antifa movement poses 
a greater threat to free speech than fascists and is obsessed with violence. 

On the first point, he rightly points out that fascist ideas have thrived 
in an atmosphere of open debate in the past, and on numerous occasions 
rational discourse has not been enough to neutralize the ability of them 
to organize and achieve political power—a and that when the tables are 
turned fascists don't hesitate to crack down on others right to express 
themselves. He also notes that most antifas do value the free and open 
exchange of ideas but "draw the line at those who use that freedom to 
promote genocide or question people's humanity." In the end, he comes 
out prioritizing the "political project of destroying fascism," over concerns 
about the free speech rights of fascists. 

As for the topic of violence, Bray notes that physically fighting the right 
is only a small part of anti-fascist organizing (which also includes creating 
propaganda, coalition-building, pressuring venues to shut down fascist 


Ronald Aronson, a history professor, and 
Brad Roth, from the Political Science and 
Law departments, answered Bray. 

Aronson criticized Bray's position by 
contrasting it with that of the late Saul 
Wellman, who was an Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade veteran, a Communist Party 
member and a political commissar in the 
Brigade. Wellman once bragged to Fifth 
Estate staffers, “I killed more anarchists 
and Trotskyites in Spain than fascists." 

Looking sour beyond description, 
Aronson responded to Bray's remarks 
by stating that "Saul Wellman would be 
turning over in his grave if he had heard 
Bray's talk." A Fifth Estate staffer member 
shouted out, "That's a compliment, 

Mark!" 

Aronson branded the antifa fight 
against fascists in the U.S. a "spectacular 
sideshow," and said the important 
organizing against the far right is being 
currently led by Indivisible, a liberal 
grouping within the Democratic Party. 

Roth is a Palestinian rights supporter, 
but also has advised the Taiwan 
government. He suggested giving "bad 
ideas oxygen" to let them expire on 
their own. He didn't mention whether he 
would have supported this as a tactic in 
Europe against the rise of 20th century 
fascism. 

The audience was overwhelmingly 
sympathetic to Bray and gave Aronson 
and Roth, at best, polite applause. A more 
interesting discussion took place when 
the audience was invited to participate. 

Paul Walker is a long time contributer to 
the Fifth Estate in Detroit. 


Within capitalism, 
everything is al¬ 
ways for sale. This 
“Antifa Jacket” sells 
for $375 at luxury 
department store, 
Barneys New York. 


While street fighting may at times be 
necessary, music and guerilla street theatre 
are also efffective in combating fascism 
(Woody Guthrie; Insurgent Rebel Clown Army) 


events and other tactics) and that street-fighting and other confrontations 
often emerge out of a literal need for self-defense. He also poses the 
question, when is the right time to physically confront fascists? Bray argues 
that we shouldn't view the debate about confronting fascists violently or 
nonviolently in binary terms, but rather weigh our actions pragmatically in 
service of specific goals. 

My one concern about the antifa movement right now is the tendency 
for some people to over-romanticize the struggle. Getting caught up in 
the drama of the moment can lead to a with-us-or-against-us attitude 
that mythologizes whatever we happen to be doing right now while 
discouraging movement building and the realization of long-term goals. 

The best insurance against that is cultivating a state of mind where we 
try to think about the big picture and learn from the lessons of the past. 
Antifa, with its wealth of research and one-on-one interviews with anti¬ 
fascist activists is a wonderful resource to just that. Anyone involved or 
interested in getting involved in the anti-fascist struggle should get their 
hands on a copy of Bray's book and read it! 


Cody Constructor is an activist and writer based in Detroit who is down to fight 
fascists whenever the need arises. 
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From Adulation of 
Christ to Adulation 
of the Leader 


Bloodstained: One Hundred Years of 
Leninist Counterrevolution 

Friends of Aron Baron (Editors); Luigi 
Fabbri, Rudolf Rocker, Nestor Makhno, 
lain McKay, Alexander Berkman, Maurice 
Brinton, Ida Mett, Otto Ruhle, Emma 
Goldman, etal. 

Al< Press akpress.org, 2017 

The Kronstadt Uprising 
Ida Mett 

Theory and Practice, 2017 
theoryandpractice.org.uk 

Anarchist Encounters: Russia in 
Revolution 

Emma Goldman, Gaston Leval, Angel 

Pestaha and Jack Wilkens 

The Merlin Press merlinpress.co.uk, 2017 

PETER WERBE 

These books, and many others, make 
it clear that when communists, socialists, 
and academics commemorated 
the centenary of the 1917 Russian 
Revolution, it was actually a celebration 
of the seizure of the state by Lenin and 
Trotsky's Bolshevik Party. 

Right from the beginning, the 
communists began a process ofeimin- 
ating their opponents, establishing state 
capitalism, and erecting the police state 
perfected under Stalin. 

What is detailed in these volumes, 
many written during that era in which 

Continued on Page 44 



Grief to Resistance 


Rebellious Mourning: The Collective Work of Grief 

Cindy Milstein, editor 

37 essays, 412pp. wtih 32-page color insert 

AK Press, 2017 

LISIUNIA (LISA) A. ROMANIENKO 

Rebellious Mourning is an ambitious edited volume by Cindy Milstein 

with enormous depth and breadth of highly relevant and timely cross- 
cultural case studies. This work by Milstein (sole author of Anarchism and 
Its Aspirations, AK Press) represents her third edited book project. 

Since emotions are a seriously-neglected factor in the exploration of 
radical political sentiments, and because sadness and loss are nearly- 
universally ignored in scholarly and non-scholarly literature, it was 
with tremendous enthusiasm that I sat down to review this courageous 
work that examines the loss and mourning driving global activism. 
Milstein's edited work of international perspectives transcends fear 
and superficiality to give voice to those in mourning who have suffered 
enormous human loss as a result of the consequences of modernity. 

Authors such as Mari Matsumoto (Fukashima), Claudia Rankine 
(race relations and civil rights), Nidia Melissa Bautista (the Disappeared 
of Mexico), David Gilbert (AIDs in prison), and many other diverse 
contributors confront the role of authoritarian state and non-state actors 
and the senseless loss of life brought about as a result of the nefarious 
systemic arrangements attributed to greed, apathy, suppression, and a 
penchant for violence. 

Perspectives are clearly multi-generational, historic as well as 
contemporary, verbal and nonverbal (through graffiti and other visuals), 
and embedded in wildly-vacillating ethnic and cultural settings; and yet 
are somehow naturally-integrated through a shared sense of chilling 
authenticity that can only be made possible through intimate accounts 
of the heart-breaking injustices chronicled in pages of this tightly- 
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The depth and breadth of human emotion among the 
politically-enlightened portrayed in these pages remains an 
important conduit to human empathy 


woven project. 

The portrayals are uniquely delivered by activists 
with a distinct flair for framing these carefully- 
selected, episodic massacres and other tragedies, 
within a social justice ethos that is unrelenting in its 
direct and confrontational indictment of clear and 
unambiguous grounds for resistance. 

In this pursuit of these polemics, difficult questions 
arise. 

For example, in documenting disappearances of 
grandchildren, Andalusia Knoll Soloff asks, "How 
long can people sustain collective grief?" In his 
treatment of Palestinian martyrs, Budour Hassan 
asserts, "The policy of taking dead hostages, imposing 
conditions on their release, and the psychological 
torture and blackmailing of their families 
constitutes layers of Israel's necropolitical regime of 
dispossession." 

I n struggles in Oaxaca documented by Harmony 
Hazard, the author states, "Conflict between 
individuals, like the head of a mushroom, is the only 
visible part of a dense underground structure called 
the mycelium, which is the community in which 
conflict grows. Like conflict, every death is linked 
with the long, intertwined roots of the community, 
and it's impossible to know how deep and how far 
the impact of death reaches." 

In her closing chapter, Cindy Milstein finally 
confesses, "In other death sites across the cemetery 
that is Europe, one can see much evidence of ghosts 
who, too, strived to do the work of grief. Only because 
we fight—against losses that shouldn't happen [...]. 

We fight not only for a quality of life. We struggle for a 
quality of death." 

Despite these profound portrayals of loss and 
despair, the book stops short in delivering the 
revolution fervor I hungered for. Though this work 
may very well offer an important pastiche of painful 
narratives and vignettes brought on by a variety of 
individual and institutional arrangements deeply 
impacted by power and privilege, the project is a little 
too heavy on the mourning, too light on the rebellion. 

Anyone sympathetic to an anarchist or other 
social change perspective will find themselves 
yearning for more transformative rage, vengeance, 
or other constructive catharsis so important for the 
consciousness and enlightenment needed for systemic 


reform or revolt. 

Contributing authors made no direct link between 
state violence and the toll on human life, to the need 
for reform, revolt, rebellion, or permanent abolition of 
the polity. 

Since sadness and despair are often important 
phases in the development of a consciousness of 
political resistance among youth and adolescence, 
the book can, nevertheless, be extremely useful 
for younger audiences who often turn these deep, 
unfamiliar sentiments of modem mourning inwardly 
in self-destructive ways (such as addiction or suicide). 

T he depth and breadth of human emotion among 
the politically-enlightened portrayed in these 
pages remains, nevertheless, an important conduit 
to human empathy. Yet the articulation of emotion 
is a far cry from rebellion, and we must be careful in 
unpacking these important concepts. 

For now, we can embrace this collaborative project 
of grief and categorize the pain elicited by this colorful 
collage of comrades as a crucial phase in fostering 
humanity's rebellious developmental potential. 

Yet without the prime element of rebellion promised 
in the title, aren't we risking idolatry of painful 
emotions, or worse, the therapeutic interventions that 
give us indulgent permission to fixate incessantly on 
them? 

Lisiunia (Lisa) A. Romanienko is the author of Body Piercing 
and Identity (2011) and Degradation Rituals and Our 
Sadomasochistic Society (2013). 

She is a Taoist anarchist who has lived in several anarcho- 
primitivist squats in Eastern Europe and traveled extensively 
throughout five continents. She teaches at Kean University 
and resides in the mountains near the Canadian border with 
her cat, Thor. 


CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 
FOR ISSUE 401 

We invite you to submit analytic articles, reports, 
poetry and fiction for consideration 
Before contacting us with proposals or submissions, 
please read our writers' guidelines at: FifthEstate.org. 

Deadline: April 15 

v_ J 
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Russian Revolution Books 

Continued from Page 42 

the newly created Bolshevik secret 
police, the Cheka, were rounding 
up anarchists by the hundreds and 
executing them in prison basements, 
means that Bolshevik supporters 
needed to ignore, then and now, a lot of 
information that was always available. 

Anarchist sources particularly, 
but also liberal, and Trotskyist (once 
their leader lost his bureaucratic 
power struggle with Stalin) exposed 
the ruthless, authoritarian Soviet 
government that usurped worker and 
peasant control. 

It is curious that leftists who know 
the history of the Revolution so well, 
find nothing peculiar about the fact that 
the panorama of millions of workers, 
peasants, and soldiers overthrowing their 
masters and practicing direct democracy 
over their lives, are quite quickly 
marched deliberately off the stage of 
history to be replaced by internecine 
political machinations among powerful, 
elite politicians, particularly, Stalin and 
Trotsky. 

Communism's two lasting achieve¬ 
ments: 1) organizing and developing 
large scale state capitalist economies 

Anarchy on the 
printed page 

Continued from Page 38 

Fifth Estate writers such as Dan Geor- 
gakas who writes a piece of historical 
fiction, and Jeff Shantz describes the 
"Homegrown Roots of Trumpism." 

PO Box 42531, Philadelphia PA 19101 

Syndicalist.us 

—PW 

Black Seed No. 5, Summer 2017 

When do they sleep? Besides this 
32-page tabloid, this collective of green 
anarchists also publish Little Black Cart 
books at a rate of almost one a month 



and their technological/ 
industrial infrastructure in areas 
where private entrepreneurial 
efforts were inadequate; then 
turning them over to private 
sector ownership such as in 
Russia, China, and Vietnam; 

2) creating the apparatus for 
dismantling and destroying 
authentic revolutionary thrusts 
to the point where the original 
scenario for revolution currently 
seems impossible. Bloodstained 
is particularly good on this point 
detailing the murderous treachery of 
Leninist parties. 

The Mett title recounts the last battle 
against the communist dictatorship 
and should erase any affection for 
Trotsky who was known as the Butcher 
of Kronstadt for his command of the 
repression of the last bastion of the 
revolution in 1921. 

Millions of Russians, animated 
with the spirit of a new world, were 
suppressed by the Bolshevik bureaucrats 
into a single entity—the masses—a 
hideous term indicating a return of 
people to their traditional status 
as objects of history whose fate is 
determined by Great Men. 

This is well illustrated in a photo 
showing Russian peasants holding 


Down with the Czar! Although soon 
portraits of the new rulers, the Bolsheviks, 
hung where royalty once did. From Robert 
Graham’s Anarchism Weblog, robertgraham. 

wordpress.com/russian-revolution-1917/ 

Orthodox icon boards from which 
paintings of saints have been stripped 
and replaced by ones of Bolshevik 
leaders. 

Not only is the psychological 
submission of the ruled sadly illustrated, 
but think, in the midst of a civil war 
following the Revolution, the Bolsheviks 
had printing presses cranking out large 
photos of party members for adulation. 

People sometimes ask why we are 
so hostile to communists and socialists. 
These books give the answer. 


from their own printing facility, plus 
distro our magazine and many others. 
LittleBlackCart.com 

Unlike previous green anarchist 
formations, they differ by having positive 
political programs and "the ability of our 
people to achieve them." This issue fea¬ 
tures texts on subjects as varied as what 
it means to be a green anarchist, "The 
Erotic Life of Stones," science is capital, 
eco-extremism or extinctionism, the way 
of the violent stars, and more unique and 
challenging articles. 

Black Seed has a print run of 20,000 
all of which are distributed free. They 
want local distro and article submissions. 
Donations are helpful. 

PO Box 3920, Berkeley CA 94703 
blackseed.anarchyplanet.org 
—PW 


Anchorage Anarchy #28. 

This issue examines the anarchist dra¬ 
ma around author and activist Michael 
Schmidt by going into the background 
of the accusations as to whether he is a 
"racist agent or anarchist super-sleuth, 
... he actually accomplished nothing 
in either project." The real problem, 
they write, with Schmidt is his creep¬ 
ing authoritarianism. Also, a critique of 
electoral "lesser evilism" and the chant, 
"Not my President," because "portraying 
[the president] as an aberration from the 
usual type gives the institution a pass." 

Bad Press bad-press.net $1 

PO Box 230332, Anchorage Al< 99523 

—LK 

Lena Kafka is a member of The Big Idea 
Collective Bookstore and Filler Zine 
Distro in Pittsburgh. 
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Millennials... 

A Generation Born 
in Captivity 



Kids These Days: Human Capital and the Making of 
Millennials 

Malcolm Harris 

Little, Brown and Company 2017 

JOSEFINE W. W. PARKER 

In 2002, my girlfriend and I communicated entirely online over 
AOL Instant Messenger. We shared seventh grade classes and 
lived two blocks away, yet we hardly spoke in person, let alone 
hung out. 

I cringe when I'm described as Millennial, yet these teenage 
details remind me, this is my generation. 

In Kids These Days: Human Capital and the Making of 
Millennials, Malcolm Harris describes my generation and our 
labor. From schooling to social media to athletics, the colossal 
amount of work we did from childhood through college 
is not seen as work but as learning. Harris peels back this 
pedagogical mask and exposes how schools are factories that 
produce human capital. 

He analyzes the economic and social institutions that 
shape the Millennial generation, a way to view them as a 
class. Human capital, the value of a worker in the present to 
potentially make money in the future, is the rationale for all 
this education. It hasn't made us more money and has left us 
indebted. It's also a way Millennials have shouldered the cost 
of skill training, dually cutting corporate costs and growing the 
government's largest financial asset, student debt. 

Harris tears apart the illusion of the Internet as democratic 
forum and lays out the reality of social media as corporations, 
how these platforms are our bosses, how we do a litany 
of unpaid labor for them. As creators, we are workers. 


and Internet labor has barely organized itself to negotiate 
collectively. 

From parenting to policing, Millennials were "bom in 
captivity" and are "cagey and anxious, as befits the most 
policed modem generation." Mass incarceration and captivity 
shape the core of our generation; Black, Native, and Latinx 
persecution is central. 

Human capital isn't the only thing schools build. Through 
profiling and disciplinary measures, schools are producing 
more prisoners. Centering the rise of mass incarceration in the 
story of the Millennial places black resistance and the abolition 
of slavery at the heart of our generation. 

It's an intellectually honest book with a strong analysis. 
Harris is at a loss as to what resistance to this system looks 
like, and he says so. He calls how authors end bleak analysis 
with weak resistance strategies, "Bop It Solutions." Instead of 
twisting, pulling, or bopping the toy, authors often ask us the 
readers to "Buy It! Vote It! Give It! Protest It!" 

Harris puts forward a politics of refusal and says it's best 
not to bother with this hollow circle of ordained resistance. 
He asks Millennials to negate ourselves as a class and to "cut 
the knot of trend lines that defines our collectivity." 

While this book lays out a useful analysis, other ways 
of resistance are necessary to get us out of this mess. 

Any revolution is still a continuation of conquest and 
colonization if we seek for European culture to flourish, 
anarchism included. Thorough decolonization is needed of 
both social media and the technologies that enable it. They 
are violations of peoples and our obligation to land. 

I can't ignore the increasing scale of "dead labor," all 
the brutality to peoples and land it takes to make these 
technologies. Whether online communication dominates 
people through social media or facilitates resistance, these 
means are colonizer ways jazzed up as revolution. 

Harris has offered a crucial text to understand the 
Millennial generation, our labor and how it fits into 
society. It is a foundation to begin to conceive of our 
resistance. He isn't calling for us to get back wages from 
AOL on the data mined from our teenage relationships. 

He calls for revolt, and revolt is a creature that requires 
diffuse, strange ways to thrive. 

Josefine is a writer and performer living in rural Tennessee. 
She is working on a manuscript to offer new strategies in trans 
and women's liberation to dream the surgery and medicine we 
need, jwwparker.com 

From parenting to policing, 
Millennials were u born in captivity " 
and are “cagey and anxious, as 
befits the most policed modern 

generation 
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Why Was Trump 
Putin’s Favorite? 


Continued from page 33 


Complex, and creates job security 
for the enormous intelligence and 
military apparatus. 

Military spending in the U.S. 
is one of this country's eco¬ 
nomic pillars; it ruined the Soviet 
Union. The U.S. needs an enemy 
to justify its $643 billion yearly 
military budget, and irregular 
fighters with AK47s don't fill the 
bill. So, the symbiotic relationship 
between Russia and the U.S. war 
economy began its resuscitation 
into Cold War II by Obama/Clinton 
(supported by Bernie Sanders) 
and increased in Trump's latest 
war budget (it's not defense). 


T he corporate and mostly liber¬ 
al media attacks Trump for his 
overtures to Putin acting out their 
fealty to the warfare state. CNN 
refers to Russia as M our impla¬ 
cable enemy," liberal talk show 
host, Stephanie Miller identifies 
the country as a “hostile power," 
and former director of national 
intelligence, James Clapper, calls 
Trump a "Russian asset." 

The corporate media outlets are the 
megaphone that justifies the extension 
of American military power across the 
globe that threatens not only Russia, but 
the world with an unimaginable war. 

Concentration on the politics and 
technology of Russian electoral interfer¬ 
ence while ignoring the reasons for it, 
misses the chance for understanding and 
exposing traditional cross-party warmon¬ 
gering. 

A radical anti-war movement should 
call for the withdrawal of American mili¬ 
tary from all countries around the world 
as a minimum demand. Ultimately, we 
want the disbanding of all armies. 


Obama sent 3,600 U.S. 

tanks & 4,000 battle- 
ready troops to Europe 
&■ held military 
maneuvers near Russia's 
borders. 


“Scarred Soldiers" 

—Stephen Goodfellow 

rect threat." And, that is a correct assess¬ 
ment. Missile shields are a component of 
first-strike nuclear strategy. 

W hen Mikhail Gorbachev, the last 
head of the Soviet Communist Par¬ 
ty, essentially dismantled the USSR, he 
did so with hope for a peace that ended 
the decades long Cold War and nuclear 
stand-off which the West launched fol¬ 
lowing WW II. 

NATO and the Warsaw Pact were to 
be disbanded and the eyeball-to-eyeball 
stare-down between the two blocs would 
end. Instead, the U.S. has expanded NATO 
up to Russia's borders. 

That Trump's desire for detente with 
Putin was brought to heel was demon¬ 
strated in the December issuance of a 
National Security Strategy paper which 
identifies Russia in terms of the U.S. in¬ 
telligence services' reflexive hostility to 
Russia. Maintaining traditional Western 
belligerence fuels the Military/Industrial 


Iraq war, and Obama, an unde¬ 
serving recipient of a Nobel 
Peace Prize), ramped up Cold War 
II during their administration, 
endangering the world with the 
prospect of war in Europe more 
threatening than anything Trump 
has done with N. Korea. 

Whether Trump advocated 
peaceful relations with Russia 
because Putin has the rumored 
video tape of prostitutes pee¬ 
ing on him, or since Trump 
didn't expect or want to win the 
presidential race, and was setting 
himself up for future real estate 
deals in Russia, he didn't want an 
adversarial relationship in East¬ 
ern Europe. He couldn't care less 
about Crimea, eastern Ukraine, or 
the nature of Putin's rule. As the 
Godfather rasped, “It's only business." 

Putin's intervention in the U.S. elec¬ 
tion was based on the defense of his 
country from Western threats, ones 
which are of a significant nature. Once 
again, the West is at Russia's doorstep, 
intent on surrounding it with hostile na¬ 
tions and offensive weaponry. 

Putin is a ruthless dictator without a 
single admirable trait, but his moves an¬ 
nexing Crimea and intervening in eastern 
Ukraine does not threaten the U.5., 4,000 
miles to the west. 


B efore leaving office in January 2017, 
Obama sent 3,600 U.S. tanks and 
4,000 battle-ready troops to Europe 
and held military maneuvers near Rus¬ 
sia's borders. What would Obama have 
thought if the Russians had done some¬ 
thing similar in Canada or Mexico? 

Perhaps more ominous is the build¬ 
ing of another American missile defense 
system in eastern Poland, following the 
placing of an U.S. Aegis Ashore system in 
Romania, an act that Russia called “a di- 
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Letters 

Continued from Page Two 

number of persons on probation would 
decrease in proportion to the number 
of cases being dismissed. And third, this 
might help to ameliorate the social injus¬ 
tice that results from making convicted 
felons out of people who commit non¬ 
violent offenses. 

The public defender must neither 
request nor consent to any continuance 
whatsoever in their cases. Continuances 
and delays spell the death-knell to our 
clients. In misdemeanor cases, an entry 
of appearance and request for discovery 
should be filed immediately. 

The state will in response likely 
attempt retaliatory measures such as 
threatened revocation of a plea agree¬ 
ment, additional charges, heightened 
felony offender status, and threat of 
a maximum sentence. But since these 
threats become real only upon the con¬ 
clusion of a jury trial, there is not much 
to be feared for minor criminal offenses, 
since those will likely never proceed to 
trial en masse anyway. 

The public defender has tremendous 
power under our current system. It 
should be exercised immediately. 

No more guilty pleas. Force the 
dismissal. 

Matthew G. Mueller 

Missouri Public Defender 

Kansas City, Mo. 

WANDERING MIND 

My mind is wandering after reading 
Summer 2017 Fifth Estate about the 
imprisoned Cleveland Four, (visit Cleve- 
landSolidarity.org) 

I read Prison: The Perpetual Money 
Machine that helped me develop a Crime 
Creation theory of law enforcement and 
their tactic of entrapment. 

In the real world, the police are a 
menace. But, they and the public watch 
television and see diabolical, sensational 
crimes being solved on real life shows 
like "Cops" and on dozens of fictional 
ones. They hypnotize us to the reality of 
police brutality, perjury, b militarization. 



The fact is, however, the actual clearance 
rate (charges being brought) is as low as 
15 percent in crimes such as larceny, car 
theft, and burglary which represent the 
highest number of offenses committed. 
Many are pinned on some easy target. 

People on the margins of society— 
the mentally ill, many of them veterans, 
alcoholics, drug addicts, and homeless- 
can be manipulated by the police into 
becoming informants. 

Name withheld 

Wayne Scott Unit 

Angleton, Texas 

HATE THE POWERS THAT BE 

I got shot your zine to read from a fel¬ 
low comrade prisoner at another prison. I 
would like a regular subscription and any 
anarchist literature you are able to pro¬ 
vide. Days are boring and lonely inside 
these walls. 

It's good to know that I am not alone 
and there are like-minded people willing 
to reach out with support. 

This business of being locked up for 
other people's profit started for me when 
I was two and seems to have no end in 
sight. I hate the powers that be since 
they keep me from a peace I long for but 
will likely ever know. 

Name withheld 

California State Prison 

Sacramento 

EMBRACE OF EMPATHY 

Prior to the Fall 2017 issue, the last FE 
I read was from its late 1960s counter- 
cultural phase preceding its identity as 
an anarchist journal. 

Nature's amoral dynamics have en¬ 
dowed us with a moral compass through 


our potential to feel an empathetic 
concern for others and that the identifi¬ 
able neuro-circuity which mediates this 
is the wellspring of the anarchist tenets 
of mutual aid, solidarity and the compas¬ 
sionate sense of shared mortality. 

The evolutionary origins of caring for 
immediate family extend back into the 
deep time of our mammalian evolution 
when the emotions which first gave the 
earth scenes of poignant drama weren't 
yet articulately expressible through 
symbolic cognition as they would in our 
hominid phase. 

Through conscious moral reasoning, 
the embrace of empathy can universal¬ 
ize to all sentient species. What arose 
anciently out of chance contingencies, 
namely the reproductive value of empa¬ 
thetic caring for nuclear family members 
and those in the small extended family 
groups we evolved in, had an inner logic 
from which the glimmerings of a moral 
intelligence new to the earth that would 
emerge and eventually inform human¬ 
ity's most progressive ethical traditions. 

Undeniably, our species also has 
another face in the fear-based hatred of 
the ethnic or tribal ‘'other'' which has 
brought untold horror and suffering into 
the world from our prehistory to the 
present moment. 

This probably also has neuro-circuitry 
rooted in an evolutionary past of re¬ 
source competition between tribes, but it 
needn't be ascendant and never is where 
compassion for mortality is present. 

The universalization of empathy is 
the best bet our species has for a more 
humane world. 

The lack of empathy shown by 
(mostly male) psychopaths is correlated 
with brain scans showing a diminishment 
of its processing circuitry in the brain, 
a finding which in all likelihood is true 
of hard core fascists given the empathy 
deficit evidenced by their bigotry and 
penchant for violence. 

In view of the fact that genes do seem 
at play in their social aggression, against 
which the right of defense is unques¬ 
tioned, an anarchist morality should be 
premised in a humanely scientific rather 
than punitive perspective. 

Brent Collins 

Small Town, Missouri 
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Fifth Estate T-shirt 
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$30 with one year subscription; 
$20 as single item. 
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Friends have gifted the Fifth Estate the iten 
on this page for the purpose of fund raising 
Combine a new domestic subscription with 
one of these items or order separately. 


Objectivity & Liberal 
Scholarship 
Noam Chomsky 

One of the best short histories 
of the Spanish Revolution 
available. Black &Red, 142pp. 

$18 with one year subscrip¬ 
tion; $6 as single item. 


Basic Subscription Rates 

4 issues: $15 US. Canada/Mexico: $22; 
all other countries: $28 
Fifth Estate is Free to prisoners of the state. 
(An additional $5 with your remittance helps pay for 
free prisoner subscriptions.) 
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Workers of the World RELAX 

The Layabouts CD. Detroit’s 
legendary anarcho-world music 
band. 

$20 with one year subscription; 
$10 as single item. 
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